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ſubjects will be found een the e . 


PREFACE. 
VED — a . | 


Minis ERS find, whilſt preaching ** Jeſus 


„ Chriſt and him crucified,” that there are 


ſome ſubjects which, though important in 
their place, they cannot fully and with pro- 


priety introduce into the pulpit. Some ſuch 3 


Eſſay 8. | bs | 
Since · the ant 8 laſt Pu blication * and re- 


moval to Loudwater, the Lord has again been 


pleaſed to bleſs his miniſterial labours and 
ſervices To thoſe perſons, who have been 


& called” and *©* edified®” under his miniſtry, 
he deſires to dedicate the following Eſſays, as 


pledges of his love, . Should they be 5 
acceptable alſo to other chriſtian con grega- 
tions, he ſhall greatly rejoice, He hopes that 


the ſpirit of candour and love, wherein he 
has attempted to write them, will be no ſmall 


recommendation of their catholic contents. - 
If ſore things appear to bear hard upon 


* Vide Adveriifiment of the Author's Sai at the End 


of this Volume, 


* 


* 


. PREFACE. 


men ed in the church, the Pucher 
cannot meliorate them. Such Tobjeas call 
for no emollients, but rather the. ſtrongeſt 
_ cauſtics. Where the intereſts of immortal 
_ ſouls are at t Rake, men mould not 1 71 
| aſt: JJC i n 


6 * 
3 i As C ; 


| nee enim levia aut ludi ora petuntur | | 
1 47 \Premaigg ſed 0 0 vita et ſanguine certant. 
n n Hits + Vid. Lib. xii. 764 16s 


„ 8bödld i it be further . ohjeted that in a few 
places expreſſions appear rather confident, the 
author's apology ig that they are upon ſub- | 
Jes of chriſtian Experience ; and he thinks 
| that now, after almoſt thirteen years miniſ- 
terial labour amongſt his fellow-chriſtians, 
- wherein he has by no. means either ſpared his 
= mind or his body, he may readily be allowed 
to poſſeſs ſome poſit itive principles, of which 
he entertains neither doubt nor heſitation. 
The book was not intended to be embel- 
liſhed with quotations from the works of 
other men, therefore few ſuch « occur. | The | 
Eſſays are, in general, what a title-page 
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ORIGINAL 


"PROVIDENCE. 


Every day's experience reproaches my * 
15 bringt me ſome new evidence of thy faithfulneſs.” 


| Rowr' s De vout Exerciſes of the Heart. 


Tu providence of God is a cubje® which intereſts 
all mankind. It is converſant about all things that 
are around us, whether animate or inanimate. It 
was Providence that brought the world into being, 
and it is the ſame Providence which upholds it. 

Angels good and bad, men, their affairs temporal or 

ſpiritual, even the moſt minute, their dwellings, chil- 
_ dren, friends, or acquaintance, are all under its 
controul. If there be any ſubject more peculiarly 
pleaſing than another, it is the doctrine of an all- 
over- ruling Providence. 

Reject the doctrine of God's W 4 all 

things are hurled into wild confuſion. We only 
find Epicurus, and a few of the more debauched 
heathens, Amongſt the ancients,  endeayouring to 
F hs 5 eradicate 
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(2 my 
de a ſenſe of the Deity from the minds of 
men. Such a thought accords with villany and 
baſeneſs, but is abhorred by morality and real re- 
ligion; and it is remarkable that, Whatever have 
been the various and diſcordant ſchemes of different 


theologians upon the ſubject of religion, the gene- 
rality of them acknowledge a ſettled, fixed, and de- 
terminate Providence, acting indeed frequently by 
inviſible means with reſpect to us, but always poſi- 


tive and aſſured with reſpect to God. 
. How conſolatory then is the thought, < that God 
ce took us out of the womb ;“ that he © made us 


e hope when we were upon our mothers' breaſts ;” 
Pfalm xxii. 9; that he has carried us through innu- 
merable difficulties into which we have been plung- 
| ed; that he has © never left nor forſaken us; and 


ee that, having fixed the bounds of our habitations, 
« he will continue our God, even until death.“ 


Pſalm xlviii. 14. This is undoubredly certain with 


reſpect to thoſe, in whom the Holy Ghoſt has be- 


gun a ſpiritual, operative, and effectual work of 


grace. Providence in ſuch a'cafe is as evidently to 


be diſcerned, and acts upon as fixed principles, as 


in any other caſe about which it is converſant. It 


cc appears to me” (ſays Dr. Whitebead | in his life of 


the Rev. Charles Weſley, page 297) « that the in- 
* * rerpoſitions of Providence in the affairs of men, 
« and a divine influence upon the human mind, are 


« under regulations, or laws, according to the ecorio- 


1 my of the goſpel, which are as _—_ 1 to at- 
n po Fool 


„ 
« tain the end propoſed in the circumſtances of the 
ce ſubjects to which they are applied, and operate 
« with as much certainty under theſe circumſtances, 
ce as the laws by which the heavenly bodies are pre- 
ce ſerved. within their reſpective orbits, and directed 
ce in their various motions.” How the Doctor re- 
conciles this opinion with his known averſion to 
predeſtination, we muſt leave others to determine ; 
for Providence is but predeſtination unfolded : but 
this we may ſafely avow, that the ſentiment is in it- 


ſelf juſt and accurate; and, if fo, He, who has ben 


made the ſubject of ſuch a begun work of grace, 
may freely receive to himſelf, without fear of licen- 
tious conſequences, every divine conſolation, and 
the reaſon to be given a that Peder is @ peculiar . 


vourite of heaven. 
Infidels no doubt will ſeoff and nah at ſuch ex- 
prefions,. but are we not told that © there will come 


' & ſcoffers and mockers in the laſt days?” And 


| were we tamely to ſubmit to the ribaldry and ſneers 


of a farcaſtic world, and, as the conſequence, throw 
up eyery ſentiment it chooſes to ridicule, might we 
not aſſuredly forego; every ſpecific doctrine of the 
goſpel, as well as that of a particular divine Provi- 
dence? Is there any thing too exalted for the Pro- 
vidence of God to perform? Does not the Lord 
e what he will in the armies of heaven, and amongſt 
the inhabitants of the earth?” Dan. iv. 39: 
Reaſon does not ſeem to doubt that in greater mat- 
ters God intereſts himſelf, but ſometimes faith ſtag- 
"mT. . B 2 Sers 


© > 


c 4 ). FD 
gels a6 the thought cher be will condeſcend to in- 


veſtigate with preciſion, affection, and regard, the 


concerns of each particular individual. The re- 
medy offered for this is adequate to all our doubts. 

It is the declaration of our benevolent Saviour him- 
ſelf; that the © hairs of our head are all numbered; 
_ nay, that not ſo much as an inſignificant © ſparrow 
« falls to the ground without our heavenly Father.” 

The chriſtian therefore may learn to truſt his every 


the minuteſt concern in the hands of Providence. 


Some circumſtances it may be granted are permitted 


| to ariſe, which tend to diſconcert his views of God's 


intimate attention to his concerns. Sometimes he 
is brought into the deepeſt diſtreſs, and moſt pun- 
gent ſorrow, whilſt his neighbour, who lives in ſin, 
appears jocund and happy. But a ſew queries will 
ſoon ſatisfy his anxious mind. Is his neighbour re- 
ally happy? Does gold or coſtly array conſtitute 
inward conſolation ? Ts it not better © all day” now 
© to be chaſtened, and afterwards to enjoy © the 
e peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs,” than to wear 
gorgeous apparel, — be ſent down to erer. 5 


laſting ſhades of death? Add to which, will not 
the real chriſtian at laſt exclaim with rapture, «all 


te things,” according to the promiſe, having been 
— os ag his good, - Ton haſt done all 


2. THE 


2. 


THE WAY TO FIND OUT THE TRUTH. 


Magna g veritas, et prævalebit. PROVERBIUM. 


Turn are many diſcordant and erroneous opi- 


nions in the world. One man dictatorially aſſerts this 


doctrine to be truth, and another, with equal confi- 
dence, aſſerts another to be ſo. Amidſt this jarring of 
opinion, the ſincere ſoul frequently finds itſelf much 
perplexed. It ſearches here and there with much 
anxiety, and would give much for competent di- 
rection to find out the real truth. 

The plaineſt mean which a good God has ap- 
pointed, is to ſeek his influence by prayer. Did 


we not know that © the heart of man is deceitful 


e above all things,” we ſhould ſcarcely believe it 
poſſible that any one could wander long in the mazes 

of error, when the Lord has ſo clearly promiſed, - 

that * if we aſk, we ſhall receive, that © if we ſeek, 

« we ſhall find,” and that © if we knock, 1 be 

« opened to us.“ Luke xi. 9. 

Candour is a word made uſe of, but ſeldom ever 
found in reality, We are too apt to deceive our- 
ſelves. Prejudices from education, connections, 
and peculiar habits of ſtudy, aſſail us on every ſide; 


| but till ve can fincerely declare, as in the fight of 
MI | _ 


7 6 * 
God, (and how few men can do ſol) that we have 
made uſe of every poſſible means to obtain the 
knowledge of the truth, we cannot fairly ſay, that 
we have © ſought for es as for ſilver, and ſearched 
ce for her as for hid treaſures.” Prov. ii. 4. How- 
ever, though we may find much remaining darkneſs 
upon our underſtandings, we may aſſuredly encou- 
rage ourſelves that there never yet was a man, who, 
truly endeayouring to diveſt himſelf of prejudice, 
ſought God's direction, but he infallibly found it. 
The promiſe of the Lord is expreſs, If. any of you 


Fee lack wiſdom, let him aſk of God, that giveth to 


« all men liberally, and upbraideth not, and 1 ir Hall 
ee be given him.” James, . 
5 Having firſt by earneſt prayer ſought the direc: 
tion of God, an honeſt upright man will next be 
 defirous of ſearching the ſcriptures. Ignarance of 
; thoſe. ſacred books is the ſource of all the errors in 
the world, What inconceivable miſtakes do men 
fall into, becauſe they will not condeſcend to hear 
what God hath ſpoken, concerning truth, and con- 
. cerning error? Horace, Virgil, Homer, Thuci- 
dides, are read, and are appealed to as ſtandards for 
final deciſion of conteſts, but the book of Jehovah 
lies neglected by! "1 proof inconteſtible of our fal- 
len nature, and of the enmity of the human heart 
_ againſt. God! A ſincere man therefore will by no 
| means neglect the beſt a the en of his = 
| cob, in aſcertaining the truth. s 5 
5 kr for us in ae we e bay even other 5 
means 


"Gm" $ 
means than thoſe already 8 with which the. 
good providence of God hath furniſhed us. We 
| readily grant that no means are better than Prayer | 

and ſearching the ſcriptures; but if the Lord, in in- 
finite mercy, Knowing « our unbelief and unſteadineſs, 
| hath provided: for u beſides a  ſuperabundance of evi- 
dence, let us receive the gift with thankfulneſs, and 
not Sainſay his munificent bounty. In England 
then there is a church, founded upon the unerring 
ſtandard of truth, the bible; and cemented with the 
blood of pious martyrs, and confeſſors. This church 
5 hath homilies, which alone are worth millions of - 
gold, Her liturgy too and articles, with Fox's 
Boot 97 Martyrs, and Je well's s Apology for the Church, 
(which two latter ſhould, according to law, ſtand. 
in the chancel of every church) conſtitute a body of 
facred divinity, that,, . conſcientiouſly read, would 
ſoon decide for honeſt i inquirers where truth i is to be 
found, . 
1 misfortune that attends ſome pious perſons | 
ſhould be carefully guarded againſt, and that is, 
they are prone to receiving doctrines at ſecond hand, 
- without minutely ſearching for themſelves. If a 
man have proper courage, there is a book entitled 
Y Toplady's DofFrinal Calviniſm of the Church of England, 
which if read with candour, and the authorities 
therein quoted be ſtudjouſſy referred to, it is impoſ- 
ſible to conceive, except by perſons that have al- 
ready paſſed through ſuch an exerciſe, what light 
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It it be confilerdd, ot e eee 
1 implicit confidence in Mr. T oplady, though we are 


free to confeſs that we think a perſon may ſafely 


7 rely upon his i integrity but we with readers to judge 


for themſelves, by ſcrutinizing thoſe original ſources, 


Which fo able a writer refers to. Our reaſon is this. 


Men apparently upright read many modern produc- 
tions, but thoſe books have been written ſince Arch- 
biſhop Laud's time, when the genuine doctrines of 
our church were attempted to be mutilated and al- 


9 tered. The fair and manly way to know what were 
1 the opinions of our firſt reformers, muſt be to read 


their own productions, and not the writings of thoſe, 


Who, we do not ſeruple to aſſert, differ as much 


from our genuine ſons of the church of England, as as 
the law of God differs from his goſpel, or are as diſ- 
tantly removed row: one er, as the caſt i is from | 


| the weſt, 


If we would wiſh to FRO we uſt PE A 


to diveſt ourſelves of prejudice, never thinking the 

' worſe of any man, becauſe the filly multitude have 
thought fit to depreciate his character, by annexing 

to it ſome term of reproach. If we had lived in 
the time of our Saviour himſelf, upon the ſame prin- 


ciples of following a popular odium, we ſhould have 


. rejected his character. So ſhould we the apoſtles” ; 


who were unmeaningly derided and accounted the 


. filth and off-ſcouring of all things.” Let us ſe- 
1 riouſly ponder with ourſelves, whether i it be not a 


en _ Rale bryiee a the grand enemy of 


N 3 


n 


: 1 order 1 7 prevent the propagation of truth. Per- 
haps it might be of fingular ſervice to us, were we 
to vilit, with benign views, thoſe perſons whom we. 
may think erroneous. In general, when ſuch. per- 
ſons are met with, we ſcarcely deign them a hear- 
ing, and do not permit them to clear up our miſ- 
guided ideas of their tenets, If we did but act to- 
wards them, as we could wiſh, in ſimilar. circum- 
ſtances, they ſhould act towards ourſelves; they 
ought to be permitted freely to explain what pro- 
bably has been miſrepreſented to us, and only re- 
tailed at ſecond-hand in a mutilated condition. 'By 
acting thus, it is more than probable that ma 
| perſons, of whom at preſent we have a wrong opi- 
nion, might be inſtated in our eſteem, and appear, 
what they really are, uſeful and ornamental mem- 
| bers N 
One grand Rehe, which perhaps bidde man- 
kind more than any other, is the ſuppoſition that 
truth cannot really be ſo, if held only by the few. 
1 Clergymen, for inſtance, in this kingdom are more 
blinded by this ſtratagem of Satan, than by all others 
that we could enumerate. But let us only for the 
| preſent beg them to conſider, whether in general 
ec the multitude do not do evil pu Ex. xxlil. 2; and 
it truth had been originally intended to be decided 
by the majority, then heatheniſm would ftill have 
been ſanctioned, and even antichriſtianiſm have been 
a: 5 ad ED of every country in 
; _ Fo 
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Europe. ; No, a how bor their judgment. 
will be to inver s the order olf their thoughts, and 
even lay it down as a maxim, chat truth is to b. b 
found in general amidſt a ſerious minority. Let ſoch 
by: then act as in the 4th Eſſay Candidus is repreſented 
. having done; then their minds now darkened 
3; may be enlightened, and their Prejudices, though | 
now l rooted, may be totally eradi- 
f "FAR 
if we a are firmly determined by ti the 9 of God God 
to, ſeek for truth with undeviating perſeverance | till 
ve find i it, we muſt arm our minds againſt all op- 
poſition: for oppoſition great. and tre mendous we 
"muſt. erpect to meot with. It is the intereſt of 
ſatan to level, if poſſible, i ; in that caſe, all his artil- | 
lery againſt us. But ſhould we (which need not. be 
doubted) finally ſucceed i in our object, great will 
be our gain at the laſt. Probably in our "reſearches 
after truth, we muſt neceſſarily find that we have 
formerly been wrong, but let us nat; in ſuch a cauſe, 
think it any im putation upon our judgments to ac- 
knowledge our error; by doing ſo we ſhall have ob- 
_ tained the greateſt conqueſt i in the world; "4 we wall 


bare conquered ver. 9 3 TE 


A 4 p —— 


. - 
g * 5 
, 82 2 s 


5. RECIPROCAL - 


— Kv— - — 


| | 
| 
þ 


e . DB AID. on ee 
7 * — 
— Cx . 
j 7 , 


A 0 7 *; 
$0: 7 F : 7 1 
* * 25 6 
* - 7 1 

328 a = $ 

7 ＋ N 
. N f I I * F * 
Te : - 

Þ 4 * 1 
1 « 
, 
* 


* . 1 * * "2 
Pp 
- » £ * — J 4 
8 , * 4 
8 f - 2 7 . 1 : 
A F 3 .% : z 
9 by 1 * F 41 1 * £ 
y ' k ; 0 Nr 4 1 . 
; 1 : . 2 . 
, i 3 : 
: : 
p 4 } 2 
* - . % 2 
1 g K 8 4 - 
1 ] a : ORE ; ; = a 
: - 4 44 1 1 L 3 4 
: 5 14 4 
* 


: reel DUTIES OF MINISTERS. 


4 1*˙ 1 5 
** „ * © 
27 . | Rear | 15 WV 115 *% 43 # 
B FE, 3 
1 


487 « . Fed the fock " Gas 7 ey; v. 
* Obey them that baue the wo over you, and ab 5 
www eee ah "Hes. xiii. 1700 b 


Tu HERE is a beautiful harmony. to be 1 
in all the works of God. It runs through all the 
viſible creation; particularly i it is perceptible i in thoſe | 
various. ſituations. of life in which mankind. are 
c placed. Could we all chooſe the very lot in life 
moſt ſerviceable to ourſelves and others, we ſhould 
ſoon perceive à great tranſmutation of places and 
: characters. It is plain that in ſome caſes men miſ- 
take the talents they poſſeſs, and chalk out for them- 
ſelves profeſſions and occupations to which they are 
totally inadequate, How thankful ſhould that man 
therefore be, over whom a benign Providence hath 
watched, and which hath not permitted him per- 
verſely to chooſe. for himſelf any fituation in which 
he is not likely to proſper—proſper we ſay, not only 
. with reſpect to this vain tranſitory world, but with 
reſpect alſo. to the next. And can there be any 
n more honourable to a man's ſelf (for which 
he ſhould be * eee to God), or more ſer- 


viceable ; Fo 


viceable te ber cle wen, than the ie fared office of 
te chriſtian m | miniſtry « ' 
This office requires an e and intelligent 
by 4 ; aradter, The queſtion put to a candidate at his 
ordiination in the Church of England, is, © Do you 
4 truſt that you are inwardly moved by the Holy © 
1 Ghoſt to take upon you this office and miniſtry, - 
4 to ſerve God for the promoting of "his glory, and 
eg of his people?” To which the can- 
didate anſwers, 1 truſt ſo. 9 acquaintance 
- therefore with an inward and- ine life, by means 
| "up the indwelling of the Holy Ghoſt, is an eſſential 
and primary qualification | of a miniſter of Chriſt. 
Without this qualification, a ot only enters the 
"fold as 4 thief and a robber.“ He may 
"thine in literature, and attract the tice of his l. 
10. worms; but, until the cc eyes of his under- 5 
e ſtanding are enlightened,” Eph. i. 8, and « Chriſt | 
. e. be revealed in him,“ Gal. i. 6, he cannot ex- 
pect to «preach the goſpel with the Holy Ghoſt 
* ſent down from heaven, 1 Pet. i. 12, for he un- 
Adeerſtands it not; nor can he reaſonably expect to 
convert a fingle ſoul; for God * never ſent ſuch a 
e man, nor commanded him; therefore, faith the 
e Lord, ſuch a character , Sad aint 255 1 | 
NY at all. ser, xxiil. 32. 
BVuppoſing therefore, as an heiipes ble qualii 
cation, a mind irradiated with divine truth, and a 
wmiion from God, we "OO Pero that 
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the preſen dn, bye we muſt ever maintain. 5 
- miniſtry is à diſtinct office, Ach x. 17% ak wn. 
1 The. v. 1a, and that none but ordained perſons 


can properly preach the word; 2 Tim. i. 6. 1 Tim. FM 


iv. 14. and v. 22. So that we ſcarce know. which to : "7 
vonder at moſt, che raſhneſs of thoſe who ſend © 
themſelves, without a human commiſſion, or the 
flippant inconſideration of hearers, "I 2 . 
| ſuch /ef-ordained miniſters. x | 
A A miniſter being called of God and man, ok : 
We the word © with ſimplicity and godly ſince- 
& rity, determined to know nothing amongſt the 
people, © fave Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified.” He 
muſt be © inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon,” viſit- 
ing his hearers * from houſe to houſe.” If he does 
not © condeſcend to men of low eſtate,” he can ex- 
pect but little good to follow his labours. If he be 
zealous and affectionate, having well counted the 
coſt, he will permit no oppoſition or unkindneſs 


to daũnt his conſtant mind. Such a man * knows 


« whom he has believed,” and though frequently 


* troubled On every ſide,” yet 1s he & not diſtreſſ- 5d . : 


ed; © though perplexed,” yet is he © not in de- 
ee ſpair;” ©: though perſecuted,” he is * got for- 

<« faken;” and though * caſt down,” he deen he | 
Fa ane be deſtroped. 2 Cor. iv. * 9. 8 


* 


Is there duch | a Me aul n wet And 
f e can we doubt whether ſuch a man will meet with 
| atrention,” reſpect, and ſupport? Let us calmly 
conſider. Attention God will aſſuredly procure 


bim; his miniſtry will be bleſſed; the word preach- 


eld by him will be attended with power; many 
vin he turn from darkneſs unto light, and from 
e the power of Satan unto God.“ As he will be 
ſound neceſſary unto the happineſs of converted 
men, anfwering their caſes of conſcience, and ſpeak- 
ing from the treaſury of his heart, a word in ſea- 
non to thoſe who are weary,” reſpe& will fol- 
low. The very worldling, at lucid intervals, will 
bear teſtimony to his integrity; and were it not ſor 
prejudice and diabolical influence, the carnal mind 


"itſelf would be conſtrained to acknowledge his 


Praiſes. But does it follow that ſuch a man will 
be ſupported? We may affirm he will be ſo by 


| ; . ſome. Religious characters there are, who read con- 


ſciientiouſly their bibles, and upon whoſe conſciences 
the following queries ſeem to have due influence. 


Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges ? 


et Who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the 


| 1. a fruit thereof?” Or who feedeth a flock; and 
C eeateth not of the milk of the flock? Do ye 


„ not know that they which miniſter about holy 


11 ; 3 5 things live of the things. of the temple?” And 
il CS which wait at the altar are partakers with | 


5 
es „ 


1 
* SY 1 


= net * 93 enn 10 OY the Lord dannen . 
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„ e „ 
FAT] « the goſpel!” Aide be 7. 19. 74. Whüſt ſome 
religious perſons therefore honourably come forward, 
and 3 their miniſters from want and poverty, 
we are conſtrained, with heartſelt regret, to declare, 
that others frequently diſburſe more upon a frivol- 
ous article of dreſs, or inſignificant. piece of furni- 
ture, than they can prevail upon themſelves annually, 

or occaſionally, to beſtow upon the moſt laborious 

and godly miniſter, We earneſtly intreat ſuch, per- 

ſons to conſider. the following command. of God, 

| * its awful chreatening! 5 Let him that is 
taught in the word, communicate unto him chat 

&« teacheth,“ 1, e. the miniſter, In all good things.” 

« Be not deceived ! God is not mocked ! for. what- 

« ſoever a man fowerh, chat mall he allo reap.” 

Gal. vi. 6, 7. ; | 
But will a miniſter ever make 1 his 

; _ object? By no means. His ſoul longs af- 

ter the converſion and edification of his hearers. 

au He hath,” like St. Paul, « been, taught, in his 

40 meaſure, to be content in any ſtate; he knows. 

c how to abound, and how to ſuffer need; he wil- - 

* lingly ſerves the flock, ! not for sf huere s 
nw * fake.” vx Pet, FCC 7 


} 


1 
2 — 4 
83 * N *Y 
F 5 6 5 : 4 x #4 
4 & 4 \ * | 
; „ \ z S016. 
1 £ „ ; 1 1 # " 1 
135 * / 2 4 s v . 

2 $ we 2 ” Els 1 gt f 1 ; . % £ * 1 WT 4 ut : : : 1 85 ! * 1 | ” 4 4 A * ee ) ” 
1 oF o eb us OS + 1 „ , FE £9 1454 SES be 7 6 4 Kee 4 hc au5 
ha "34.7 „ of © | 3 Ft $33. . ** * 9 1 K e * 4 „ Wh i ft O44 z 4 5 BA TAS a 

y | b x 


Y 175 LR Ho ee N. 7 | P i yy 9 * K . 1 SA #4 5 * 5 ; * 4414 * Wer 4 
; «< 5 2 £4 II 3 4 4 4249 i he” 5 436 4 FT 35 3 * * 4 21 x FE; 


N 8 bes 56, Ms fon of : a noble 
1 
mene, when 1 conſiderable living, in hi 
father's gift, becoming vacant, he was 'preſented i to 
the dau x of AM 14 and became a reſp 
T er and duties of a © 
Mp * clergyman. | 


1 earneſt, he ſet 
e ES 5 


He viſited his pariſhioners rom 
be catechized the children; he preach | with affec- 
+ a tion what he conceived to be the truth; he en- 


deavc 550 bring his people Footy to the 
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| *elengpmian catied: for tlie partner of his boſom. She 
was: a "lady ef "ſenſe;' and of good unddvrſtand- 
irved u hat he had recently 
-1She iinformed'him,” chat he need not make 
this mind untußy, fer & the incumbent of the next 
pin was,” the had zuſt heard, A rattk me- 
| * thodiſt 1 r Alas" replied” the Rector, «the 
Tg * word Methodiſt is a mere term of reproach, and 
2 by no means proves chat our neighbor is 4 bad 
t man. It is true I never yet had any conne 
© «= with) perſons" of that deſcription, but” frotn ec- 
9 Mona C . have her hay that where 
5 © ever true 


Lee 
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; Us aca bien þ | V e 
. E pa 


; ee be ungodh, his faich is counted for 

2 © righteouſne| * Bi. 5. From bende he 

| provedF{abatman 
£ guilt; that they, were repreſented a * ungodly, 

. nay, chat, Abrabam himſelf was accounted-do' pre- 


were involved in the greateſt 


£ vious 2 . his converſion, for of Abraham, the | | 


of. God, the context ſpake | 


very: 


8 Ih bung! af God, we muſt believe in the Lord Jeſus 


e « Ehnft;, Acts xvi. 313 that i 1a the act of our ic. 
6e itcatian in the ſight of God, we muſt not inter- 
e mingle our works, the text expteſaly declaring an 
 * that ſubjef?, we muſt not work.” More the god 
wan ſaid on the text, but this was what immediately 
related to Candidus, The gentleman obſerving a 
clergyman preſent, ex/empore proved his point (ſor 
ſoch adyantages hath preaching extewpore) from the 


* þ * 


510 exer, we expected to. be acquited” at the .. 


Liturgy, the eleventh and twelfth Articles, and the 


Homily of Juſtification ; and particularly obſerved, 
-< That every reformed church in the world held 
the ſame ſentiments—that this doctrine was not a 
* ſcheme of licentiouſneſs, for that in the act of be- 
\& lieving, the ſinner was made a partaker of, the 

0 Wm John vii. 38, 3 95 and, of courſe, that 
ws 2 * 2 3 er it ; 


2. him“ 1 


; * 
5 8 at the time of the reformation. 


x f it u bt be fo: mow; that if n mbers were he 
5 tee ſtandard of truth, then at all times there 

1 ve no truth in the world, for that the 
15 of mankind ſet no value upon it. Mart. vil. 
z ©  +Candidus did more than reflect. He 
15 deen > Common ci civility dic ated dur as his neigh- 
bour was juſt arrived in the country, he ſhoukl 
* pay him his reſp 88 1 8 
Ws 2 reflecting that if Verax was wrong (for that 

5 vas es name of we: go tas: qa eee 


* 


never knew PUP eee to win een dls to n iT 
The groleman derten io him the reaſon. of it. 
That God's honour was concerned in not attend- [7 
r ing a falſe- goſpel with his Spirit.” This ſome- 
what netüled Cundidus to be accuſed of falſehood: 
but Verar explained to him that he © meant no per- 


e e oh "He wt: ny ee is: St. 


« » anchrfionchat Candidus. anner Wia Wee 1 


ce as joint cauſes of ſalvation, which was ſo great 


« an error, chat the apoſtle declared that the Holy 


Ghoſt did not attend ſuch a doctrine with his 


« influence; and you know, Sir, ſaid he, that wa 


ont the attendant power of the Holy Ghoſt, in 


«vain we preach or. expound the word of God. 


(vide firſt Collect in Communion Service, and the 


famous Hymn in the Ordination Service, © Come, 25 


| 3 « Holy Ghoſt, our fouls inſpire,” &c. )))) 


1, Candidus was an orthodox divine. He had not MF 8 
played « faſt and looſe” with ſubſcriptions. As far 
as he knew, he had ſigned them bona fide, ar anime. 


To quote to. him therefore! the church ſervice was 


an unanſwerable argur dent ame a. He 
aid of being deceived. He did not at once 


| give credit to, en een bad told him. TRA 4 l 


n be S eee 2 5 Oe 
- whilſt he could not but acktiow- 
was the caſe * | Rd. 
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Wed in ang Corner, | 


ſeated hit hack ct ect. now, ſond 
father! all his hopes of future aggrandizement for ' 
his ſon were fruſtrated. He became therefore col 
and indifferent to him. This was. the greateſt trial x, 
with which the worthy clergyman had to conflict. 
However his mind was ſupported by reading, that ! 
c whoſoever loveth father or mother more than 
. «© me, is not worthy of me.“ © Be it ſo,” ſaid Canu- 
didu:, * 1 find that when my duty to my parent 
« comes in competition with my love to my Sa- 
<- viour, I muſt prefer the latter to the former,” 5 
Fhe cloſeſt friendſbip continued to ſubſiſt between 
| Cindedus and Verar. One day Candidus unboſomed 
his mind to his dear friend. Alas“ faid he, 


|  « how an-uorelenting, world, and even the beſt, of..." 


 « parents, conjoin to.perſecute mel. © Courage, 


c my friend, replied Verax, perhaps circumſtances 1 


n ms Kidgtem may alter. Some of our rulers 
ae come. Religion again may flouriſh; | 
es it fo once in Elizabeth's, days. Then pious 
en were eagerly fought for, and promoted 8 
8 'thy, rb Os 1. that dine l 2 — 
eb b ee piety. ' ok thould this, never 5 
1 ee aer e a ο,t _ 
„ „ 
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| wept e to Ha eee 
5 of any for miniſterial uſeoloeſsz e. 
bl of proc ag ant 
time of. Nehemiah « Ezra. 0 | 
< written ſermon) in the ht of all the people, and 
cc Jeſhua, Bani, and others, read in the book inthe 
| « law. of God diſtinctly, and in an ertempore way, 
« gaye the ſenſe, and cauſed. them to underſtand _ 
© reading.” ” Neh. vii. 5, 8. In the ſynagogue - 
at. IT nar there was delivered to. our e the 
Book of the. prophet | Lfaias, 
15 opened the Bock, he read eee. 1 


der which he 4 ed the be k, and began to ſay unto 
them, &c. Tate iv. 16, 21. The apoſtles always 


6, e accord ry circumſtance dictated 155. re 


d. ro. preach, on "hel, pa wa we. 
e e tak the yo beter 4 
culiies were  aſbſted ag po, as they ſtood in need 
If we (conceive that we e are I | 


ubyd 995 we he of I 
continual help; * And what becomes | 
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hug. with all. 
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Men, therefore, who 
it's immediate aſ- 
fove poſitive 
e before wo ge 
any farther,” to fay that preaching extempore is a 

iptural method, and befides, is a more gf one, 
nt recommendation to all men, who have 
abilities for fuck work, - inſtantly to adopt it. But 
e e chovied on ſeript Lev 


* * yo ws. * « 
J " DET of 


re was the practice likewiſe of 


Mariyr, Apolog, ii. p. 98, 
informs us, when the reader had ended, the mini- 
_ ſter made à fermion to thoſe excellent 


"which had been read.” | Tertullidn” ob- 


Vet ay 7K 8 , Vo N 9 "EA i * 5 2 n * N 8 8 : 
r 51 12 9 n et 5 : | NB Ty 3 Wa 
„ 8 8 Oo "24 . ** q A, * * | : 4 of rr ane 


| * The above paſſage mes be underſtood t nan Chrit's 
niniſters, who ſacceed the apoſtles in | 
the golpel,. unto. the end of the world, for i it could. not be ful- 
filled 905 the apoſtles, who. have been dead many hundred years 
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te been hitherts peculiar to the Engliſh nation. 2 


e quay es char it took its riſe b 
8 Ladner, and bother FOR wen, whoſe nutte, how | 
te they are dead; are mentioned with ſome reſpect, 
« were, when living, treated by many as if they had 

* been methodiſts. They were contermptuouſly 

_ ſtyled goſpellers, and, preaching in unquiet times, 
hen there were inſurrections in different parti Io 
of the kingdom, they were traduced, as our Sa. | 
* yiour and His apoſtles had been before them, and 
err charged with having a deſign to foment ſediti ition 

te by their ſermens. This was done with a view 
aof awakening the ſuſpicion and diſtruſt of Henry 

« VIII againſt them, who was a prince ſufficiently 
* Jealous of his authority. The preachers not g 
# difayowett- the charge, but were led to write their N 

* diftoutſes, chat they mi it, if neceſtary, confute 15 

i their ſlanderers, by prot 
"0 rually delivered. The like accuſations, and the 
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«lar Coogan of chant boat. „ 
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ucing what they had c- 


- 8 
FO 


* man who ſhould attempt to read his ſermon from 

* the pulpit, would find but few. hearerg: he would 

* be judged diſqualified for the office of a preacher 

* by his own confeſſion. Inſomuch that they, who, 

w aſter having previouſly, conſidered their ſubject, 

* are. not able to. ſprak upon it with ſome degree 

of readineſs, are obliged not. only to write their 
5 * ſermons, but to ſubmit to the burdenſome taſk of 
7 for nag them 


We have the moſt reſpectable authorities for 
in the manner above recommended. 
We have the names of a Fenelon, | archbiſhop of 
| Cambray, a Burnet, biſhop of _ Saliſbury, and a 
Secker, archbiſhop of Canterbury, to. quote, who 
have written ſtrongly in favour of preaching extem- 


ere. We grant a few faſtidiou Feu, have 


KA 


ariſen, who treat all ſuch recom 
: fypercilious contempt. For fnflance, Reviewers, 
. fyling themſelves the Iris Critic, Who, when the 
author had publiſhed two ſermons, recommending. 
_ the practice of preaching extempore, diſmiſſed the 
5 ren by obſerving that Mr. B. recommended < a 
1 preaching from ſhore 1 notes z?? 
* "hs: fame time e TY. the author 


* 


"© 4 5 | 
nn ice / 
real" ſignificancy- in ſuch addenda, but, conſidering 


the ftate of human nature, we know pretty well 
why ſuch omiſſions are wilfully made. They ad- 
mirably anſwer the purpoſe to throw ſerious produ- 
tions as muck as poſſible into the ſhade.” We for= 
bear retaliation of any ſort, remembering the words 
of St. Peter, who records of our Lord, that * when 


© he was reviled, eee d LRN" 2 Pet. 
u. a3. IF 
Nieten winitie whe wed ie es dice 


In his ſtudy prays earneſtly for divine aſſiſtance; and 
the Lord, who ſmiles upon every ſincere attempt to 
promote his cauſe, according to bis promiſe, an- 
ſwers the petition. of him who faithfully calls upon 
him. | But, aſter the ſermon is written, there is an 
advantage which ſuch a man loſes in his delivery. 
He cannot eee ee ebene, Rs 
N Gen nei e eee 


the Spirit of God; of courſe ſome of the beſt 


thoughts which good men frequently are the ſubjecta 
of, are curbed and ſuppreſſed. Surely then a mi- 
niſter ought. previouſiy to have made nes 15 
ble attempt to attain a. ready utterance in ſpeaking. 
before he thinks of only reading his ſermons i 3. 

_  Vatil Aeg and reading. can be proved to be 
|  perfeRtly Fhonymous, reading. is not the very t 
which apoſtolic example dictates. And what can 
ar reaſon * ſome . of excellent abi- 

Ay” lities. 


n 


| de il v make demea Sting ww 8 
en, as it appenrg to be the grand mæan, which in 


igeneral-is; mad depeficial? i. u ecauſe they are. | 5 


Eo. prong rh e eee topics m divi- 
I nity, when they underſtand their ſubject, they can 
ll readily, and with apt fluency; expreſs themſelves. 
| | What therefore ſhould: hinder but that, previouſly | 
ſtudying their ſubject, ina little time chey may come 
forward not only © faithful and able miniſters,” but | 
=o - animating, and argumentative ſpealters ?? 
N is eſſay is not intended 70 proroke any men 61 
x 8 Such ee proceeding | 
i A diſtanttendency co p produce conviction in che d. | 
| The author would encourage thoſe with every -poſ- | 
iſs: argument, who at: preſent ſeom only to-want 
veſolut 5 to hee the 2 Let ſuen gentle- 
. es wil by fo-far-anhanord-by Sing: their 
3 / that probably: where now they have one con- 
5 den. by preaching. extentpor? they will have . 


EO = they have not yet taken the Pains 8 to 
| inform themſelves of che extreme 
py perſons in their congregations. © © They may hive - | 
| deceived themſelves with ſuppoſing that the gene- 
8 -rality of their hearers uni erſtand the 


* principles 
ol religion; whereas they will uſually find that even 
| thoſe perſons, who have received a better educa- 

. Tion, from earned or other reaſons, are more 


„ 


* wich the true mode lende bn 
The 


A 


pPlaineſt language poſſible, without vulgarity, mould 


| therefore form our pulpit addreſſes. Vulgarity eve- 
ry ſerious man unqueſtionably will avoid, as offen- 
Gen ee 0h and bo all chaſte minds, And I, bre- 
1 chren; ſaith St. Paul, „ when I came to you, 
. game not with excelleney of ſpeech, or of "wif 
i dom, declaring unto you the teſtimony of God 
And my ſpeech and my preaching was not Wick 
| bedr man's wiſdom, but in demon- 
nme 1 Cor. ii. 7, 
Ho different this language from that held. by by 
4 many in he preſent day l Fine turne periods, and 
liſhed ſentences, ſeem to be more by 
them chan the honeſt deus ann ry ne” 2 of 


/ truth! 4 7 5 id ES 4 - NSA 4: Fl 
Should any man be defrowof acquiring the ba- 
1 ». 1. 2 | 


bit of | 
ſelf, though his firſt ares en yoo be o 8 | 


_ eefbfal// as his ſanguine expeRatiois' might lead | 
him to enpect. Perſeverance will conquer a thous 
ſand difficulties. Perhaps he may meet with con- 

5 tempt and unkindmeſs from a few perſons pretendedly - 

c nice. Soon however a rich harveſt of ſouls will 
- amply-Rompenſate for any ſuppoſed detriment he 

erpetz to ſuſtain, We will not pretend to fay 
he is to expect no loſs on account of his faithſulneſs; 
8 but avendes ſufficiently numerous are open to thoſe 
75 who' really are deſirous of diſpenſing the n 1 
VVV goſpel | 


wm in ; | life 


informed. that it- 18 is the. > ip ri 


it lawyers can plead from briefs Dag nee 


I 8 2 38 . c 3 , 1 - ? * 


| Jang eg with, infinite addreſs, at the moment 
to anſwer the arguments of their opponents, that by 
en e eee ren 08 
are every is having 1. 1 ee tho- J 
-oughly underſtand theſe things, they generally ba- 
gin to be prepoſſeſſed in favour. of the extemporary 
mode of preaching. Hence we perceive that ſome 
hearers who conſtantly attend upon artempore preach- 
ers, conceive that the method of reading ſermons is 
very trifling. We .confeſs no ſenſible perſon ought | 
2.08 throw the leaſt ſtumbling block in the way of 
| pus faithful miniſter. of the goſpel, whe- 
ther he reads or not his diſcourſes ; bur it is really 
difficult to anſwer the. conſtant aſſeverations of thoſe 
who declare that written ſermons are not attended 
by any means with that power of God to their ſouls, 
ſermons. preached extempore.are uſually ſound 
to he.” The reaſon is abvious ; the Holy Spirit is 
cane! from aſbſting. miniſters | in their immediate 
- conceptions in the pulpit. He does, we truſt, aſſiſt | 
them. in their reading, and bleſſes it to the ſouls of 
their bearers; but, as tbe very means which God has 
inted, are not made uſe of, we deſpair of that 
great gaad being done, which a contrary practice 
ould warrant us to expect. That great revival 7 
n which has atiſen in this kingdom of late 
eftionably has been brought about by 
preaching: extempore, and we 'heely confeſs that, it 
oe or WW 5 grieves 


— 


81 - heart) and fekens our ſphtit, when we 
find pious old miniſters dying off the Rage, buy 
young ones not following their bright 
Renovation has gone a great way in this kingdom; 


primitive 'apoſtolic' exampie of prcacbing ers 
vun be found to be che grand means of ay xte 
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Tu miniſters © Jeſus Chrit, ent; 
are the moſt honourable characters in the world: 


As a celebrated author expreſſes it, they are en- 


et yoys from the court of heaven, and ambaſſadors 


1 from the King of kings.” Even in heaven they 
appear to lead the worſhip of the Lamb. Rev. iv. 
6, 7. But though honoured on earth, and eareſt 
1 to the throne in heaven, yet, whilſt 


arnidſt this ſublunary ſcene of things, they are 800 


& ſervants ;” 2 Cor. iv. 55 not intended to © lord 


a 


- jt over God's heritage, but to be enſamples to the 
* flock.” ahh Pet, v. 3. They muſt . 25 endure hard- 
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_ Reading: of ſermons may feebly ſupport it; but the 
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| F(t oY * 
« neſs 45 good ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt - 2 Tim, i. ü. 
31 and eſpecially they will find it peculiarly be- 


neficial to themſelves, and to the cauſe of God, con- 


erſonally to viſit their flocks, . 

The aſtoniſhing ſatisfaction of preaching the croſs 
of Chriſt, and proclaiming his infinite merits, is 
what forms the moſt delightful part of the duty of a 
miniſter of the goſpel; but he has other avocations 


beſides his appearing in the pulpit. The variety 


ol diſtreſſes to which the ſouls and bodies of men 
are liable, will frequently call ſuch a man from his 


Mal ſtudy, and the domeſtic ſcenes of his fa- 


mily. If he ſhould feel the leaſt heſitation to attend 
upon this part of his office, he ſhould conſider his 
very function, that of a miniſter, the ſervant. of the 
people. 2 Cor. iv. 5. A mere appearing in the 
pulpit intitling him to the een of preacher, my 
winiſter of his pariſh. * 

It is poſſible a miniſter performing e 
this part of his duty, may ſometimes meet with 
much ingratitude, but let him not be diſcouraged. 
He: muſt recollect, leſt he be wearied and faint in 
c his mind,” that he is the child of a father, who i is 
in heaven, and“ who. maketh his ſun to riſe on the 
« evil, and on the good, and ſendeth rain on the 


« juſt, and on the unjuſt,” Matt. v. 45. That 
ſhould God deal with him in anger for his own inny- 
merable faults, he muſt preſently be. © conſumed "of 
that there is much meaning in thoſe ſcriptures 

which inſtru us'* not to be weary, in well e 

and 


D ; 
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and that Chritt, th. hongh luſtrous, ſhould be 
lowed as 2 pattern, having * endured: ſoch contra 
A diction of ſinners againſt himſelf,” Heb. xii. 3. 
Sometimes the godly miniſter, whilſt wing his 
EE ere will meet with ſtudied neglect, and barba- 
dous incivility, from the genteeler part of his flock. 
This may become a temptation to him not to viſit 

chat part of them at all. But Satan's devices muſt 
de underſtood.” He has his ſtrongeſt holds amongſt 


eee eee 


| of life,” The 4idiculs- and banter of ſuch muſt be 


BY firſt ſuch perſons may really deſpiſe what they 
do not underſtand; but, if they obſerve a miniſter 


1 donfftent, an. and ee e W 


8 wih coubles may open a 1 df for Ks dais 
boſoms, and the man, who was origi- 
1 looked upon as a mere enthuſiaſt, may at 
length obtain a genuine hearing, and become the 
friend and Piritual father of even? oy "the mol and the 
te ee noble. x Cor. i. 26. 
In oppoſition to melelley f. FORT 21 great, a 22 | 
5 niſter, when viſiting the poor, muſt expect to meet 
with ignorance, plainneſs, and rufticity. In this, if N 
he has been genteely educated, his finer feelings 


wu be tried; bur a conſciouſneſs. of wiſhing to do 


| 5 ad | will render 'that PEI, _ at rig | 


0 ” 2 

ſteps of his dear Redeemer ane} Malin wha was 
himſelf a. poor man, and choſe his immediate diſ- 
ciples from amongſt the loweſt ranks of life. Here 
he will find the exulting pleaſure of attempting to 
do good, where no recompence can be expected 
but gratitude. He = will condeſcend to men of 
< low eſtate,” from pure love to their ſouls. His 
conſcience will clearly. bear him witneſs that he has 
_ 7 intereſt in view. but the glory of the Lord. In 
cloſe converſation with ſuch perſons, concerning 

the work of grace upon their hearts, he will fre- 
quently learn more of genuine chriſtianity than from 
all the books of experimental and caſuiſtical di- 
vinity in the world. Oſtentimes he will meet with 
: inſtances of nobility of ſoul, that will aſtoniſh him, 
He will find perſons, though in very indigent cir- 
cumſtances, refuſing. his pecuniary offers to aſſiſt 
them, leſt he ſhould think that they covet his com- 
pany merely for the fake of profit. Many more in- 
ſtances of this ſort are daily met with than a cenſo - 
rious world are willing to ſuppoſe. Perſons in the 
uy ſituations in life, who profeſs the name of Je- 
| us, frequently give as exalted. proofs of fortitude of 
| = in bearing up under afflictions, ſuſtaining 
trouble, and refuſing unneceſſary obligations, as 
have ever been met with in the brighteſt pages of 
hiſtory, written with the profeſſed view of exalting 
he erg and 3 the h of the e 
. D3 5 | "In | 


inp fuck bens in poor, (Die or the 
mot Cingular” ever that” e be conceived 
have taken place. Miniſters, who have made it 
| their ſtudy, and found it their privilege thus to viſit 


their pariſhioners, have been amply recompenſed 
in finding that God has fully owned © their work of 


* faith, and labour of love.“ Perſons the moſt ig- 
norant in ſpiritual matters, have, by two or three 
interviews only, been made ſenſible of their loſt 
eſtate, and brought to perceive '« the unſearchable 
* riches of Chriſt” to redeem them. They have 
| lain for weeks. upon beds of ſickneſs, teſtifying to all 


8 around them that © there is forgiverieſs with God; 


and, having proved, by many indubitable teſtimo- 
nies, that a real change of heart had paſſed within 
them, they have at length triumphantly departed 
out of this life, their ſouls being ” * borne of 'by ar an- 
« gels into Abraham's boſom ®,” © | 
_ "Viſiting the poor will Prove der ignorance in 
divine matters to an extent, which few men will at 
firſt readily admit. Many of them will be found ſo 


1 totally void of knowledge, that, as the author has 


elſewhere publiſhed, ſome of them cannot inform 
an intelligent perſon who either Adam or Chriſt was. 
Such barbarovs i ignoranee will move the compaſſion 
_ of the humane, and make them not only Pity, bu 
exert themſelves i in endeavours to remove 1 And ; 


' # Vide the caſe of Tore Waller, ibn. was ts Cs, 
ved, and died, through the MEET of k author, which God N 
g e N 


9 e ſurely, 


Te) 1 . es: 
n 1 


1 0 39 » 
rely, bien perſons are under obligations rote 
immediately to make theſe attempts, miniſters are 
| Paw But how ſome ſuch can anſwer it to their 
own conſeiences never to — themſelves with 
Tas of m to perceiye. "The awful and 
tremendous hour will ſoon arrive, when God's 


. threatenings muſt take place. Woe be unto the 


«paſtors that deſtroy and ſcatter the ſheep of my 
e paſture! faith the Lord. Ye have ſcattered my 
« flock and driven them away, and have not. viſited 
ce them; behold I will vit upon you the evil 2s your 
cc doings, ſaith the Lord. Jer. xxiii. 1, 2. 
We grant that ſome miniſters are ſo ſcantily ods 
vided. for, and, having beſides large families, are 
not in a capacity to attempt all the good they could 
wilh to do in the manner above deſcribed. This is 
a caſe that calls for the interference of the legiſ- 
lature, which ſhould ſuffer no ſingle man to 
have leſs than one hundred pounds, or if married, 
than two hundred pounds, per annum. The people, 
too, in neighbourhoods where they can reaſonably 
afford it, ſhould never. permit a laborious faithful 
miniſter to want, For 
58 gp miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt; in order to render his 
miniſtry ſtill more acceptable, mould endea vour to ac- 
quaint himſelf with the firſt elements of phyſic, Nane 
in common caſes, where there is no complicatioi 
diſorders, he may warte to a for the body, 
che che ſouls. of his hearers; having always 3 
une „ „ little 
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and, when they perceive him entering, in a paternal 


manner, into all their: concerns, they will conſider 
im as en beſt benefactor; and their good and 
his uſefulneſs will be exc promoted, extend 


his ara ru eee 
Par: te poets and hiſtorians, but, in heaven, his 
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a deln eee, Hrine, and intend to bring this 
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7 Lit; and denounces moſt dreadful: anathemus 5 


-againft all thoſe, who preach à doctrine that con- 
tradicts it. Gal i. 8, 9. How awful then is the 
| [caſe of that man, who either ignorantly or wilfully 
oppoſes 4 ſyſtem of truth, revealed by. the Spirit of 
God, founded on the blood of Chriſt, and ſane. 
tioned by every attribute of Jehovah! But let us 
à little more pag eur what this goſpel is, 
Prove: that it is oppoſed by clergymen, and ſhew 
what ſhould be our condudt towards nnn, 
characters. | 
If we wiſh ac to den a whe goſpel el. 
ſentially is, we muſt-read with prayer and attention 
thoſe particular epillles, which St. Paul has written 
expreſsly on the point, i. e. The epiſtles to the Ro- 
mans and the Galatians. In both theſe celebrated 
_ writings we find him proving that we have anf. 
greſſed God's law that we are juſtified, by faith | 
alone in the ſight of God—and that a perception of 
our juſtification will produce, from a new nature and 
a principle of gratitude, genuine evangelical obedi- 
_ ence. Theſe are the outlines of the goſpel i in. our 
bible; and, if it be objefted hat St. James inter- 
mingles faith and works as joint cauſes. of our ſal- 
vation, the anſwer is ready, that St. James is not 
writing concerning our juſtification in the ſight of 
- God, but of the juſtification. of our proſeſſion in the 
: den e If therefore St. Paul treats of man's 
ju the ſight of ſors and: eie of 


Our 


re man. It e eee « faith 
5 „without works is dead, being alone.“ The man 
xerefore: who propagates à report that his neigh- 
bour, becauſe he preaches that we are acquitted 
ſcom ſin by faith alone in the righteouſneſs or me- 
rits of Jeſus Chriſt, conſequently preaches a doc- 
trine of licentiouſneſs, is a ſlanderer and falſe ac- 
cuſer. But, ſhould ſuch a man moreover be found 
in the eſtabliſhed church, his ſin is enormouſly ag- 
gravated, becauſe, as the means of his admiſſion 
into that eſtabliſnment, he has ſigned the eleventh 
. twelfth articles of religion, which in the moſt 
| vocal terms declare, that juſtification by 
<"ofaith alone i is a moſt wholeſome doctrine, and ſo 
far from intermingling faith and works as joint 
cavſes of ſalvation, on ſet purpoſe, divide the two 
articles, and in the ' twelfth declare, that “ good 
et works are pra of fair, and me * 3 
cation. 
| We” mi Wie fndeed b in . pet mention ſome 
chit "truths" as frequently oppoſed both from the 
pulpit and the preſs, as for inſtance, original ſin, a 
new birth, e. But let the above ſuffice,” Proofs 
we have abundantly that ſom ee poo ou the 
wd, — haatn f ke hou ted. 
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fatiery' in extracts from their various publications 
> i cg. IS not this kingdom overrun with a 
book called the pole Hug of Man? And is not 


clergy as a ſyſtem containing every doltrine effential 4 
to ſalvation? whereas it lamentably fails us in the 
mode of a finner's acceptance with God, pointing to 
a broken covenant of works, rather than to the re- 
deeming blood of the Lamb. Even the excellent 
Dr. Horſey himſelf puzzles us, when at the end of 
his charge he recommends Biſhop © Bull's Harmonia 
Apoſtolica, a work which. evidently conjoins tains 
and works in the matter of juſtification. 5 
Tf oppoſition aroſe only from the preſs, we mich 
be thankful, but it does not reſt there. No ſooner 
does the Lord bleſs the miniſterial efforts of men, 
intent on preaching the genuine doctrines of grace, 
but others, obo ought to be their brethren, and fel- 
low-helpers i in the Lord, lofing their hearers, be- 
gin to be offended, and, inſtead of rejoicing, only 
blaſpheme the truth. When Amos propheſied near 
Amaziab the prieft of Bethel, it was the nearneſs 
to himſelf which gave the offence, though he pre- 
tends a zeal for the © king's chapel and the king's 
& court. He charges the worthy prophet: with 
the baſeſt deſins, and declares that the land was 
not able e bear all his words.” Amos vii. 10 
13. Thus in the preſent day pious miniſters may 
pteach at a diſtance from the pariſhes of unenligltemed 
| den d v od; chen will be dn vitzay 
2 5.0088 


\ 


wil ſonnet eos hach a begin fu 5 —4 « that 
if Mr. Such-a-one be right, Mr. Somebody may be 


et wrong.” And the very providences, which ſhould 


lead ſuch men to examine the doctrines which they 
; preach, only exaſper ate, inſtead of rouſing them can- 


didly to conſider. This again puts them upon the 
moſt unjuſtifiable means of redreſſing that which 


El they eſteem wrong, ſuch as threatening to compel 
by an obſolete ſtatute perſons to attend upon their 


own. pariſh n little recollecting that the 
canon law, if enſorced againſt themſelves, would 
compel them vival to wear in their journies 


e cloaks with ſleeves, commonly called prigfs cloaks, 


«without guards, welts, long buttons or cuts; 
nay, that they have no liberty even to © wear any 
light coloured ſtockings.” ( Vide 74 Canon of De- 
cency. of Apparel enjoined to Miniſters) ; and that, 
if a ſyſtem of retaliation were once ſet up, law- 


: kits, diſputes about tythes, © backbitings, whiſper- 


tt ings, ſwellings, tumults, would commence, and 


| that they themſelves. —_ be as Oy or | 
hare; 4b 10 in f OT WRT Ns 


„But En rn We ſhould, be: 0uncondutt - 
ward aracters. _ ame 


1 | if 43 * | 
ty * We believe chat u the eſtabliſhmene we 


the « pulpi it 055 a omit lies, ant 
they ie ſolemnly agreed to abide by. Shouk 
not unceaſingly then pray to our Saviour, the © headof 
his church, that he would give grace to our rulers 
to patronize pious men only; and that eſpecially he 
Vvould give us a few primitive godly biſhops, Who 
would not be afraid honeſtly to come forward, and 
protect thoſe of their clergy who are truly conſcien- 
tious, and who really preach the doctrines of the 
- goſpel, as above delineated? May we not truly 
ſay, that had we not lived in times of great decay of | 
piety, ſuch extraordinary men as the late Rev. Tho. 
mas Clarke, refor of Cheſham Bois, and the late Rev; 
William Romaine, reffor of St. Ann's, Blackfriars, 
would have been promoted to ſome of our firſt-rate. 
biſhopricks? To be ftill plainer would ſuch men, 
in Elizabeth's days, have been neglected, and per- 
mitted to have died in ace een in "tis. 
enn _ Alas! 4 5 


40 Tempora mutantur, vos et mutamur in as” 


A0 Englihinan has a right e remonſiiace, ilk 
bv does it humbly, conſtitutionally, and without anar- 
chical deſigns. It is not enough merely to pray, but 
we ought to bear our teſtimony againſt all falſe © 
doctrine : and the dilemma. into which all perſons are 
drawn, who live in the pariſhes of-unawakened cler: 
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i is this. tele re diſpoſed W g 
, of che _ becauſe they think they 

ndiſpenſable duty. publickly to 
it che falſe doctrine of the 


: . th Z 


WM. > otherwiſe. they 3 acceſſary to the guilt 


f the preacher or, they muſt totally abſent them- 
ſelxes, and attend in thoſe pariſhes where truth with- 
out alloy. is promulgated. If it be enquired, by 
what right. any man does ſo, the anſwer methinks | 
might be inſtantly returned by the verieſt bigot ex- 
Ning, were he himſelf out of the queſtion, © That 
every man in this free country has an inherent 
right to attend what publick place of worſhip 
he pleaſes. Take away this right, and perſecu- 
tion inſtantly follows. . Suppoſe. the tables turned; 
. the bigot the moleſted party; would be 
think himſelf aggrieved: or not, were he compelled 
10 worſhip where his conſcience, whether rightly in- 
formed or the contrary, teſtified it was improper? 
Let him do then to others, what he e wel in 
n circurnſtances, done to himſelf. Bln 

How many are the theoretic ſchemes of hes pre- 
ſent day for the reformation of mankind! The re- 
medy, the only adequate remedy, for ſuch a pur- 
Poſe} is be Pure Preaching of the Word. This is 
God's JSebeme. Philoſophers may wrangle, and poli- 
ticians prate; but till the religion of the bleſſed Je- 
ſus, and the doctrines connected th rewith, be more 
eren ertended, in vain we mew ow 5 man- 
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candleſtick. May God: place i in each ſuch/ ontdle=- 
ſtick a miniſter, a, truly burning and a ſhining 
cc e * e an Jncouncinable lang of e 
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BeoorRY i is ever to be regretted. Few men own 
of it, and yet ſew are totally. 
free from it. They who expreſs themſelves moſt vio- 
lently againſt ĩts allowance, at intervals of nature's: 
preponderance, "ſometimes betray it. However the 
ve ry acknowledgment of its impropriety s us 
er encouragement to hope that ſuch perſons may be 


energy of God, altogether to. diveſt themſelves of 
Probably one mean to obtain this deſirable end, 

briefly ſtatin 8. What are thoſe -eflential 
e may b ſuved c 
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as hold a or "Bot; — 
= to ertibrace, and: a mir 3 pence 


ache phyſician, * nete WA ar erke“ 


*. . caſe where the divine e vel Hey 
Spirit is experienced, convincing the perſon of the 
in of his nature, Eph. ; ii. 3, and of his practice, Iſai- 


ab Hit. 6. The law of God, in the hand of the 
Spirit, is the general mean, which is made uſe of 


to manifeſt to mankind che . excecdingſinfulneſs of 
e fin.” The apoſtle Paul had not known luſt, © except 
« the law had ſaid, thou ſhelt ndt covet.” Rom. vii. 


1 —_— moſt men have but ſuperficial views of 
2 revives in their Ae and they die to any 
expectation of obtaining eternal happineſs by any 
works of Hightcoulneſs. Which they can perform. 
Rom. vi. 9. Tit. i. 8. Of this we may be affured, 
ber in a work. of grace, ſelf will be re⸗ . 


.+. 


| e done; and. there is! ; no. . 
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is that rem e ee P 
to us becomes the matter of our juſtification in the 


fight of God. Rom. iv. 24, 25, But we muſt be- : 


ware we do not confine chriſtians to certain modes 
; of expre 


very terms . imputed righteouſneſs,” acknowledging: 
| his * divine merits, and the complete redemption of 
« his blood, 2? Rev. iv. 9, as the © price” by which 
they are © bought.” 1 Cor. vi. 20. Such are be- 
lievers, if they pes in their conſciences, what they 


profeſs with their lips. 


1 Many will attribute their whole fal- 6 
vation to « a crucified Saviour,” who adopt not the 


3dy. And 4 devotedneſs to Cod. This is ever 


neceſſary as an evidence that our faith is ſincere. A. 


good tree neceffarily produces good fruit, and true 
grace ever brings forth good works. *The grace 


ec of God teaches us that denying ungodlineſs, and 


4 


« worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, 


* and godly, in this preſent world.” Tit. ii. 12. 
The above gſentials are ſufficient to conſtitute 4 
; cuiſtian if they be really poſſeſſed. We do not 
mean to convey an idea that there are no other col- 
lateral truths, which a man 28 to believe in or- 
der to render his religion complete: but ye at pre» 
ſent would wiſh to recommend candour, and there 
fore conceive the above ſtatement all that is neceſ. 
wy to conſtitute a man a believer in the Age of 
i is evident that all  deiſts, atheiſts Gif Gul . 


7 TR our 1 bio bp Such > anos. may eee 
but they have no valid right to the name of chriſ- 
2 tiang. They deny the merit of. our Redeemer's. 
FED blood. to. cleanſe us from fin, which is the grand cha- 

| rafteriſtic of the chriſtian religion, and thereſore they 
exclude themſelves from chriſtianity. This may be 
deemed uncharitable, but, if our eſſentials be juſt, the 
conſequence inevitably follows, We behold with ſatiſ- 
faction the effects of their benevolence, but fear its in- 
tention. Should ſuch perſons wiſh to ſubſtitute their 
morality in the ſtead of the merits of our Redeemer, . 
+ how fatal their error! Whilſt we love the men, 
we deprecate their deluſion. The apoſtle's de- 
termination fully juſtifies our concluſion, that © with- 
Ig out ſhedding of blood there in me-cempiſſion.of f. 
Heb. i en 
Leaving, though hearty praying for, fach men, 
to enforce our views and do away bigotry, we ſnould 
8 conſider, how variouſly. mankind are. brought up; 
and What conſiderable degree of force the preju- 
dice of education imparts to the mind. Whatever 
inſtructions children at an early age imbibe, they 
ſeldom can, totally eradicate their firſt impreſſions. 
+: Parents are apt to inſtil their own prejudices. into 
25 their children, and often, in proportion as children 
are pious, they hold faſt, with the greater pertina- 
'Y city, the miſtakes of their forefathers, - Connelied 
from early infancy with bigots, they inſenſibly con- 
tract narrow. and confined, ideas, As they. advance 
in 


g ; 
. * * 43 1 
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15 lie, W into. intimacies with este öuly | 
vho are of their own ſentiments. And how dif-. 

cult it muſt. be, and what good ſenſe it requires al- 
together to get rid of ſuch habits, none but thoſe 
who are frequently converſant with different de- 
ſcriptions of men, can eaſily conceive. If erer 
| therefore we would wiſh to throw off our bigotry, 
we muſt freely intermingle amidſt perſons of vari- 
ous: denominations. A knowledge, fp per/onal 
acquaintance, that piety really exiſts in the hearts of 
others, who are not of our own party, will go fur- 
ther to - releaſe us from our prejudices, than the 
| moſt elaborate treatiſes e the ſubject, written 
in the moſt maſterly ſtyle. | 

JT o produce this deſirable temper of mind, the 
Calviniſt muſt learn to think thar ir is poſſible a man 
may be a good chriſtian without believing. in 
| the everlaſting decrees of God. The Arminian muſt 
not be bitter againſt his neighbour, who holds faſt 
perſonal righteouſneſs, and eſteems it a part of his 
falvation, wrought in the heart by the Holy Ghoſt, 
though he inculcates predeſtination, and the doc- 
trine too of election. The Preſbyterian muſt judge 
favourably of the Epiſcopalian, and the latter can- 
didly treat the former. The Baptiſt muſt learn ſor- 
bearance towards thoſe who cannot believe that in- 
fant baptiſm is a nullity. He muſt conſider that | 
en in his own opinion, no baptiſm i is right, but 


"does noe think fo. To condemn Fi J 
5 8 E 2 BD to 
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„) 
ao become the judge of — man's ſervant. 
Nom. iv. 4. The Paedobaptiſt too muſt learn wo 
be lenient towards thoſe who deny inferential con- 
” ſequences. If he thinks. he has more good ſenſe than 
his neighbour, let him.aſk himſelf the quere, « Who 
- © maketh thee. to. differ from another?” 1 Cor. 
ir. KS 
21 "Ig rai deer do we inc: wats 
- of proceeding, without each chriſtian. thinks it his 
f fury to behave towards his brother with the utmoſt 
integrity. If one man ĩs deſirous of peace, and ano» 
ee eee It is a laments 
ble lern. that ſome pious miniſters have, with the 
utmoſt love and affection, admitted others into their 
| Loſe, who ahn from. them in leſſer matters, 
and the conſequence” has been,. that they have only 
| been rewarded with treachery. Their brethren have 
bog become acquainted with them in order to 
draw off their people. Ho different this is to tha 
_ apolt 's candid ſpirit ! who te ſtrove there to preach the 
goſpel where Chriſt was not named, leſt he ſhould 
wt of upon another man's foundation.” Rom. 
x. a0. Theſe practices we repeat muſt be ſur ever 
relinquiſhed, otherwiſe we cannot expect the mul 
Walton, and engulphed funeral of Bigotry. 
Miniſters of all others ſhould eee 
| of unbounded, love to men of all 
deſcriptions and parties. It has frequently been ob- 
ſeryed that as miniſters are, ſo ate the people who 
attend their "Os Are Fer Mont ſo are they. 
N Are 


UND ©. | 4 Gs, 

Are they loving and affeRtionate ? The Pen tes 
ſenſibly imbibe their ſpirit. Let every miniſter 
therefore attend to St. Paul's exhortation, * Be 
« thou an. example of the believers, in word, in con- 
« verſation, in love!” 1 Tim. iv. 12. 
There was a ſcheme once attempted by three 
good men, in the laft century, and which failed 


if it could ever again be revived, might bid fair to 
_ accompliſh the intention this eſſay would recom- 
mend. Sir Matthew Hale, Biſhop Wilkins, and 
Mr. Baxter, were engaged in the year 1688, in a 
plan, to bring about ſuch terms of conformity to the, 
national church, that, ſcrupulous conſciences being 
ſatisfied in leſſer matters, the more moderate difſent-, 
ers might be brought into a comprehenſion ; and a 
| limited indulgence was to be given to thoſe who. . 
could not be perſuaded to join it, If our rulers 
ever awake to the true intereſt of religion in this 
kingdom, ſomething of this ſort, we hope, will 
again be brought upon the carpet. But till then, 
may we pray for the good eſtate of the univerſal 


&« by God's good Spirit, that «ll who profeſs and 
& call themſelves chriſtians, may be led into the may 
« of truth, and hold the faith m Unity of Spirit, in 

et the Bond W d and 10 e N 5 
Amen „ A 
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through the contrivance of the popiſh party, wich, 


church, * that it may be % guided and governed To 
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" Taxnz i is nothing i in all 0 our eien i more firik- 
ing and grand than the celebration of the Lord's 
Supper. Chriſtians have the command of Chriſt for 
attending upon it. Do this,” (he ſpeaks both in re- 
lation to the bread and wine, ) and in receiving both 
the one and the other, we do © ſhew- the Lord's 
death till he come.“ 1 Cor xi. 23—26. HE 

The above is a plain command, and yet there is 
no part of religious worſhip about which there are 


N more ſcruples. Miniſters, where they are uſeful, 


h find themſelves involved amidſt the 
- doubts of well-meaning perſons. It has often oc- 
_ curred to the author of theſe eſſays, that, if ſome ve- 
ry plain account of the meaning of the Lord's 
ew were written, together with a deſcription of. 
thoſe who may not, and of thoſe who may, attend its 
celebration, permanentgood might be done, and many 
conſcientious perſons might be directed in a part 
of _— a which they would ons, i if 


E 
„ 4 © 


nde for eee ie nber privilege and 5 
n comfort. | 
The author by no means "wiſhes to detract Bs 
the pious works of other men, written upon this 
ſubject; but in general they all ſeem too long, and 
too metaphorical for the minds of the bulk of 
chriſtian congregations. He would therefore at pre- 
ſent only point out a ſingle idea. He would not 
puzzle mankind with the expoſitions of the words 
Sacrament, Communion, Ordinance, &c. which obtain 
amongſt chriſtians, but retain the dg tn term | the 5 
Lord's Supper.” 1 Cor. xi. 20. 
In the ſupper of the Lord the bread is broken, | 
in token that J eſus Chriſt had his body broken and 
crucified for us. We eat the bread to ſhew that as 5 
| bread is chewed, ſwallowed, and becomes one with 
our ſubſtance, ſo we by faith deſire to become 
'« one with Chriſt, and Chriſt one with us,” by his 
Spirit dwelling within, us. We drink the wine to 
' ſhew that as wine, when properly uſed, exhilarates 
the ſpirits and © gladdens the heart,” ſo we, looking 
through the wine to the ſpilt blood of our Redeemer, 
have our ſouls gladdened by the thought, that Jeſus 
Chriſt ſhed his blood on fixt purpoſe to atone for our 
fins, and to waſh away all our pollutions. We pub- 
' licly declare that we expect to be ſaved thus by the 
ſufferings of our Saviour, and whilſt we are cele- 
brating this myſtery of Chriſt's death, as our © bo- 


« dies are ſtrengthened. and refreſtied by bread and | 


the edna defire that our ſouls ſhould be by 
e . 


The perſons who may nt approach the Supper of 
the Lord are all Was. who are ignorant of the 
, and are incapable of * diſ⸗ 


4 
* 
34 


Notorious abandoned 
| ning without repentance in abominable 
pollutions, thould keep at the utmoſt diſtance. All 


1 reakers - curſers, ſwearers, ard: 
wh ngers, ee unclean perſons, flander- 
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ers, and covetous perſons, ſhould tremble- to ap- 


be, leſt ſickneſs, or death itſelf 9 be che 


. 1 Des . * 
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EEO Therefore, pine pF ſaith che exhortation. 
be a blaſphemer of God, an hinderer or flanderer 
« of his word, .an. adulterer,. or be in malice or 
« envy, or in any other grievous crime: repent you 
« of your ſins, or elſe come not to chat Holy 
e Table, en Holy Sacra - 

* ment, the devil enter into you, as he entered into 
ee Judas, eee 7 
* yauradeſ both ofbody and iy n i 


wicked 2 who 3 not to eee he | 
Lord's Table, ſuch as thoſe who depend. upon their 
own righteouſneſs, excluding the merits of thein 
i Saviour. What ſervice can it be to celebrats the To 
merits of a Saviour, if my own righteouſneſs will 
ſave me? All Arians, ie 
ſhould ſtand aloof. Can there be a greater piece of 
mockery than celeb Lord's Supper, which 
ſhews forth the blood of Chriſt as dying for our ſing _ 
when we deny the efficacy of chat blood.to.ſave us? 


eee e ee oh 


| Ee che elements of bread nd wine can «dis 
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N — the t the more they wil 
ei in grace and in the knowledge of Chriſt. 
In the ſchool of chriſtianity we frequently find * 
"hevers who are- haraſſed with a thouſand fears, As 
e Lord's Supper is intended of God for he 
wth in grace, no doubt a ſubtle enemy will at- 


tem mor? thing that he can ſtill further to perplex 


their This he will do in order to keep them 
back from a upon any means of grace, but 


eſpecially from approaching the Lord's Supper; 


which has been found ſo often, and fo very efficaci- 
ous, in removing the doubts of diſtreſſed chriſtians. 


| Believers, finding their graces ſo ſmall, frequently 
are afraid'to approach the Lord's Supper; but they 
| ſhould recollect that it is poſſible even for © a man 
| © to-deubt his intereſt in'Chriſt, and yet, being duly 


affected "with le eber, of the want hot it, | 
to depart from i iniquity, he ſhould kibour to have 
«his ſcruples removed, and doing ſo, he may and 


ts '*-ought to come to the Lord's Supper, that he may 


arth * en ere e Aﬀſernbly's Ringer 


crup in the. minds of ahriſtian men, 
7 be the greateſt which ariſes from a ce- 
"© | 2 ch chapter of the firſt N 
prefaly declared, (That 


-0 whoever hate de bead arid drink che cup 
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b 1 6 ſhall be dale of the bo 
5 * dy and blood of Chriſt. The word * unwor-- 
e thily” affrights the ſoul and terrifies the mind of 
the trembling believer. But here let it be conſider- 8 
ed that St. Paul was writing to a church which 
groſsly miſunderſtood the nature of the Lord's Sup- 
per. They ſeem to have miſtaken it for a common 
ſupper, and they acted ſo improperly, that ſome of 
them © took before others their own ſupper, and (be 
« aſtoniſhed, O heavens I) one was hungry and ano= 
te ther drunken.” 1 Cor. xi. 21. Surely a good man 
in this ſenſe is not unworthy? He does not even 
conceive of the ſupper of the Lord in this monſtrous 
and diabolical manner? He trembles at drunken- 
neſs and gluttony at any time, but much more ſo at 
the ſupper of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Cod and ͤ́ 
Lord of everlaſting glory! Here then by only un- 
derſtanding the meaning of the apoſtle concerning 
the word © unworthily” in this paſſage, the doubes' | 
of many ſerious chriſtians immediately vaniſn. 
If the mind be further burthened, and © unwor= 
« thineſs” ſtill preſſes hard upon the chriſtians 
thoughts, let him alſo reflect that there is no ſuch 
thing as proper merit or worthineſs in any man. As 
finners we muſt be ſaved, and as ſinners, in ourſelves, 
we muſt approach the Lord's T able. It is for this 
very nd that Jeſus died, to ſave the © chief of ſin- 
ce ners. At the Lord's Supper we declare that be- 
ing Eee by God's moſt righteous law, and 


« not * to nen, his table truſting in out 
| own 


ach e eee e 0 | ch as 10 guet 
" the crumbs under his table. 

Let doubting Chriſtians therefore be eſtabliſhed ; 
| and, whit chy lng, let chem firmly nes chat a 


8 9 All the fitneſs he requiretb 5 
„ 85 oy 12 to feel our need of of him,” | ſig 70 955 


MARRIAGE OF CHRISTIAN BELIEVERS. 


= * And Jae r 0 e Sarab's tent; 
e and took Rebekah, and foe became his wife : and | 
be loved ber.” Gun, xiv. 67. R 


"ta is an Andes elne Lich xi. 4 
It was inſtituted in a ſtate of innocence, and intended 
ſor the aſſiſtance and comfort of a pere man. Even 
Paradiſe, with all its ſweets, would in a meaſure 
have appeared a defart to Adam' without his Eve. 
He would have diſcerned around him a kind of 
connubial felicity in the creatures, which a true ana- 
Jogy would have taught him to have looked for in 
his own condition. Jehovah therefore, having thrown 
him into a deep fleep, from one of his ribs. produced 
he 4 > at much endeared to him 


by , 


| by being * bone of hs bone I fleſn 
Sen. ii. 2B, 22, 23. 55 
| dee the full, he fate of human concerns u 

ae dreamer? The world is full of anxieties, 
* netudes; but, may we not fairly 44 
(gue, hat if Adam, in a ſtate of abſolute perſec⸗ 
tion, was aſſiſted and comforted by having a' ſuit- 
able companion beſtowed upon him; how much 
more does man, now fallen and forlorn, ſtand in 
need of matrimonial conſolation and ſelicity ? St. 
Paul preferred a ſingle ſtate, in days of perſecution 
and e diſtreſs; 1 Cor. vii. 26 ; but, as to the ne- 
ceflity of every one's continuing unmarried, he has 
fully dey ey their liberty. Ibid. verſe 36. Cares 
ſolicitudes without doubt the married ſtate pro- 
| dives, 0s which wi lugs ane e OT. 
it is a ſingular bleſſing, beſtowed of God, if we are 
es ſolitary,” to be © placed in families.” Pſalm lxviũũ. 
6. Every one therefore muſt be leſt to the judg-' 
ment of his own diſcretion, Rules there are in the 
bible clearly laid down to believers, to direct their 
choice of partners in this dreary wilderneſs. © 
| In all marriages there muſt be a /uitablengfs Here 
even the world will agree with us. Thoſe mar- 
 riages are generally the happieſt, where age, tem- 
per, and property, are ſomewhat equal. If men 
engage in ſuch connections merely to gratify ſinful 
appetites, as brutes they marry, and as brutes they 
muſt expect to live. When the heat of incontinent 
paſſion A vexation will commence. Such Per- 


er conſidered the mind; and the hour, if life 
vill aſſi redly arive, when the mind would 
Cc tion. Inſtead of which ugly 
deſorm e Grbing ca one {ide of the table, 
and u te on the other. Miſerable 
doomed, for the preſent, to drag on a 
moſt roilſome exiſtence, and, if they ſnould die un- 
repentant, conſigned over to the ſhadey of gloomy 
darkneſs, again to upbraid each other with miſpent 
opportunities of grace, and the horrid reflection, 
that they had reelp ocally e n er: to 
their final ruin! a * 
Hiety is the nd 3 to WE ay =" 
happy i in marriage. Without this other qualifica - 
tions may dazzle, but the heart will be miſerable. 
We have. che moſt tender ſympathy even for thoſe 
who are unconnected with us, if “ walking down 
te the broad road to perdition, how much more for 
thoſe who are the ( wives of our boſom!” The 
law of God moſt expreſßly forbad marriages with thoſe 
who, were not ſerious, The Iſraelites were © not to 
v make marriages with them. Thy daughter thou 
* ſhalt not give unto his ſon, nor his daughter ſnalt 
thou take unto thy ſon; for _ will turn away 
« thy. ſon from following. me, that they may ſerve. 
E other gods: ſo will the anger of the Lord be 
. kindled againſt you, and. deſtroy. thee ' ſuddenly.” 
Deut. vii. 3, 4. It is remarkable in this paſſage, 
chat the man ( thy ſon”) i is the perſon — 
by the en PD: 5 the, Joly Ghoſt, g 


. 
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— ed the ea If hens 
ſelf-ſufficiency, . we generally ſuppoſe - to be the 
uit of the male and female race. No leſs remark - 
able is it that the common excuſe, which profeſſors. 
haye made, that t, probably by marrying an uncon-: | 
_ © verted perſon, they may be the cauſe of their be- 
coming pious,” altogether. fails them, it being 
ſaid, that r enn ade Gan Re 
ing me.” „ 

Our grief riſes. in e 29 gards, and 
we are conſtrained to add, that even godly men, and 
godly women, have been overtaken in the deteſt- 
able crime of taking into their boſom an enemy to 
Sod and religion. If I am a child of Jeſus,” ſays 
a celebrated ſeripturiſt, « let me never by whoriſh 

e pollutions, or apoſtacy, diſcredit him, or endanger 
« myſelf. If I am betrothed to him, let me never 
« wittingly lay his enemy, an heir of hell, in my 
ec boſom.” : Few people, but thoſe who read their 
bible with attention, ſeem aware how much God 
has ſpoken againſt promiſcuous marriages. For | 
thoſe who are truly conſcientious, the. following. | 
ſcriptures from the laſt mentioned author, are here 
inſerted, to be occaſionally conſulted. 1 Cor. vii. 39. 
2 Cor. vi. 14, 1 5—Mart. i ji. 11—Dan.. vii. 3 4— 
Ex. xxxiv. 16—Joſhua xxiii. 12 — Gen. xxiv. 33. 
xXXvi. 34s 3 [F WXVIL. 46; xxviii. I, 2, and xxxviii 
2 Sam. i ll. 3. with xiii. 28, 29. and Xv—1 Kings xi, 


n iR. 1, 2, 5 37 2 12—Neh, x xiii. $4 Hg 
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jon ion fr mrs a ae 
— — — muſt 
render che liſe very miſerable.” Young perſons of 
he ſemale Tex are apt inconiderarely to admit the 


viſits of more than one gentleman at a time. This 
is highly diſhonourable ; though we admit there are 
difficulties" in ſuch ſituations. Without permitting 
| viſits, how can the temper be aſcertained ? and wich- 
out perſonal knowledge, no proper affection can 
commence. The greateſt care in ſuch caſes ſhould 
be taken never to ſuffer an acquaintance to con- 
tinue too long. If it does, and the perſon be then 
 difimiffed, there is always a charge brought of in- 
- Juſtice, whether the female be blameable of not. 
_ Conſcientious women, however ridiculous the world 
may eſteem it, ſhould ever pray much before they 
5 enter into a conneAion of any fort; but when once 
nonial one be formed, on either fide, it 
ſhould commence with honour, with integrity, with 
advice of parents, of guardians, and of friends, as 
perſons who are not conſcious of doing any thing in- 
conſiſtent, and who are not aſhamed We their honour- 


able regard for each other. 8 
© When religion and love are found i in an HAR; we 


ſhould next think of a fultable proviſion ; for is it a 


. pare of religion ov love, ** «beloved: — 


eee 1005 0 ah he babies 
| of their former life. What ig a good proviſion! for 
one perſon is not ſo for another. If therebe a pro- 
per fund; though ſmall, with connections in buſi - 
neſs; win diligence and attention, God having been 
conſulted, perſons may ſafely marry. That God 
who brought them together will never ſuffer them 
to want; or, if he ſhould permit them to fall into 
ſtraits, for the trial of their faith, his Providence 
will never want expedients by which to extricate 
them. A good temper, a proper education, ſua- 
vity of manners, and benevolence, if our partner 
be poſſeſſed of them, will ſtill render the mar- 
riage ſtate more happy. But alas ! who can find a 
perſect creature ? If we look for polite accom- 
pliſhments, genteel behaviour, and a knowledge of 
mankind, we find then frequently a deficiency in 
the grund eſſentials of religion and love to God. 
Some are 8 the choice of their companions 
more than „and, if we are not as much b 
we could with;: let us be thankful for thoſe who are 
| heirs of God, and with whom we have «reaſonable 
hope ol ſpending: a happy eternity,” 
From inatterition to the above rules, how gro ody ; 
\ is Gadoſenofended, and his commandments con- F 
temned?; eee 0 _ iv married” ecomes 


| pating en ane ü- oh nnn er oe 
nat {, the irreligioua partner will complaia of pre- 
I  ciſeneſa; | "iow whence ariſe. bigketings, eee, 
kentt of A Saito li har Beppe ah2b Boe: ihe | 
path: of duty in entering into an improper matrimo- | 
e Such truly have © trouble in the 


— — are blaſted by ate 
T | rofſections their minds 
in years, to ob- 
* their ofipring vain, N . on, 
er adequately: deſcribe. PILOT 
Philogamus was à pious man, besen W of 
© his condudt before the world; He had: taſted the 
ditterneſt of fin; and was afraideof ir in all its ſbrms. 
Of couſe he dreaded a ſinfub connection. He was 
ndt aſhamed. to feck the Providence of kis Godin 
all. his concerns Prov. iti. 63 bur — in 
bis marriage: Gen, wiv. 14. 1 In 

into chat ſtate, he prayed e 0 Gel r a 
Partner... He did not conceive that connmubiat feli- 
city was to be found amidſt the circles of extravs- 
gance-and faſhion, In the means, therefore, which 
de uſe of for hooſing a future companion, he 
Fo i tg Fn families; who: were remarkable 
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< * » 
| of. a contrary character. God crowned his prayers 
and endeavours with ſucceſs, A lady was pointed 
out to him of competent fortune, and of agreeable 
manners. She was moſt ſtridiy religious, and ri» 
gidly conſcientious, His addreſſes, after a proper 
time givi for mature conſideration,” were accept 
At the altar he ma BY , and received the | 
lady's in return. i 

A viſit to thabaup r 1 008 on the moſt 
deliciqns treats that the mind of man can conceive. 
The order, the regularity, and the decorum, of his 
domeſties are ſtriking. His: children are edi 
in the © nurture and admonition of the Lord.” 
Philogamus is the friend of every man, but eſpe 
cially of thoſe who believe. His wife is an affee - 
tionate and kind ſhaver: in all his joys and ſorrows, 
They enjoy themſelves in the fear of God; in 4 
manner no ſenſual voluptuary can conceive. Their 
manners are chaſte, their love ſincere, - regulated by 
religion,. and their hope is in G roug 


did children wilt follow. their: illuſtrious examples. | 
be bright ornaments in ſociety ; and, after a few con- 
- ficts in this tranſitory world, rejoin their parent, ne- 
e e around e of God * 
eee ane e e 
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75 * is the ſtructure of the human 
inery is the moſt delicate compoſition in na- 

ture. The diſorders to which it is liable are fo 

bly the moſt able phyſician in 
- chithhenddm would find it difficult to enumerate them. 
This preſent eſſay is not intended to develope the 
cauſes of different diſorders, but, confining itſelf to 
one ſubject, to endeavour the conſolation of thoſe 
and to ſhew' that are not unfrequently 
jects of ſatanical impoſition, but alſo the dupes 

of their own 


Nervous perſons have a thouſand ſufferings i into 
whieh others cannot enter. They are frequently 
therefore, with perhaps the beſt intentions, ridiculed. 


by their lends, in order to rouze them from their 
Such treatment ſeldom anſwers the 


thoſe 


rfons who are ſtyled nervous; 
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or of both connected in wonder - 
een, ͥ i tera aig 1c] ac 


we ſeldom conceive 


"Us: 


thoſe to be our fiend, Bo, Fo ſympathiſe n 
Would we therefore be of ſervice in ſuch ſitua- 
tions, we muſt deal gently and tenderly with the 
perſon affected. Like madmen, they may be led, 
but not driven. 1 he gentleman; who being about 
to be thewa from the top:of à building by ſome | 
mad Junatics, but who, with admirable preſence./of - 
mind, eluded their intention by only codlly.obſerv-; | 
ing, « thatas to jumping from a houſe, that was bo- 
« thing; if they would permit him, he would walk 
« down ſtairs, and j jump ap to them,” happily elu- 
 Eidates our preſent deſign... Divert the attention 
of ſuch perſons, and you obtain your deſign. Turn 
their thoughts from gloomy: and melancholy to di- 
verting and pleaſant topics, and frequently. the coun». - 
renance will brighten Pp and ame AY * | 
Wirf, 675 
Should perſons in ne bevy facie 3 As 
40 temptations of a haraſſed, conſcience, the caſe. 
. becomes complicated ; Satan, has taken an advan- 
tage of a ſick conſtitution, Let ſuch perſons con- 
ſider that there is no begun religion. without its. trou - 
ble. Conviction of ſin, which is the firſt ſtep in tho 
chriſtian courſe, John xvi. 8, preſuppoſes ſome at᷑ · 
fliction, 1 Theſſ. i. 6; and the Lord may ſor wiſe 
purpoſes, 1 Pet. i, 6, permit theſe afflictions to ariſe 
from both ſoul and body at the ſame time, Pm 
lexxviii.. 3. They may -ariſe: to ſuch a pitch that 
a man may be almoſt. (“ diſtraed.” Ibid, verſe 15. 


en * Satan comes in with his. 
| 9 


e hae be! Be, for the! > ke mite 


: Aa uabelieving world will 
 alnioſt gnifh/their teeth at this deſeription ; bur why ? 
Ther are unacquainted with the diſcipline of the 

| n ſtool; the Palme and Tock! port tions of 


bur rel King” Tevas Davidveak, they 
may acknowledge,” but v e religion is: different.“ 
Alas 1 how bind! Afe we not told chat . whajſo- 
e ber was written aforetime, was written r our 
farming, that we through patience and « 
the ſcriptures might have Mpe ! - 
Butz kaving ſuch deluded 'charadters, let a ma 
afflited''as deſetibed above go ſteadlly forward. 
His cafe; we grant, at preſent, is uncomfortable ; 
but the Lord will not leave him comfortleſs. Tho 
hour in coming 'when he ſhall experience that God 
dn bind up his «broken heart,” and © appoint unto 
"8 kt beach for aſhes, che oil of joy for mourn- 
ment of Praiſe for che ſpirit of 
© heavineſs,” Iſaiah hei. 1, 3. But moſt partieu- 
1arly we woukd dfrect fuch a perſon to take heed 
tat his conſeienee be comforted from the word of 
'" God, and not from enthuſiaſtical impreſſions, or 
dreatns, or fancies, or merely comfortable frames. 
Cave; great care; we repeat it, ſhould be taken that 
the perſon! ditinguiſh between his bodily nervous 
"ſenſations; complicated] © haps witk the ſoggeſtions 
nr an a TOY cir e of fin, A 
8 Sb genie 


1 1 


e lese dees bene 3 
 prodigal'yepenting and turning to God; but it dos 
not follow that beciniſe we may have arcidentaliy 
nervous: affections together; with our conviction of 
ſing and becauſe Satan takes an advantage ol chem 
that God therefore cannot be our friend. We a 
to ground our confidence upannotking but d wort! 
of God and that word is full of precious |baltns, 
and moſt conſolatory promiſes, to diſtreſſed fouly 
which ſuch perſons ſhould /believe-in, ndiwithitand- 
ing every ſuggeſtion of wy. or ER atria. 
able-bodily ſenſation. 5 
I ebe e are ah ry Pe be prefonlbiico 
| tiny without too much giving heed to their feels 
ings," their cure would de half perfected, - But, the 
miaſprtune is, preſent ſenfatiom ohliterate the clear 
and manly determinations of good ſenſe. When: this 
bs the caſe, the grand enemy of mankind; conſcious 
of his advantage, ſometimes by the imiginatioti 
igjets the moſt blaſphemoys thoughts; and then, | 
if che perſons affected, deſpair of their ſtare, and dd 
not look up to their Saviour to rebuke his ſuggeſs 
tions, no wonder their mind becomes the prey uf 
the moſt inconceivable diſtreſs, At ſuch times mi- 
niſters are ſent for in great hurry z but what remedy, 
alas l can they propoſe 7 They enter the room, 
and the perſon before them appears to be the ſub- 
ject of a moſt complicated diſorder. Their bodies 
are diſtempered, their ſouls are uneaſy, and the 
hap 7 their godly conver- 
ſation 


— 


e relief; but if, ester 
all, the perſons affected cannot be perſuaded to make 
uſe of outward remedies; which belong to the pre- 
 feriptions: of bodily phyſicians; nor to attend the 
ordinances of grace, iin regular and conſtant conti- 
nuance, they will preſently relapſe into a ae ſtate 
Gunners they attempted a remedy. 1 | 
Sold has frequently given the Are Shrek 
weak: and! diſtreſſed of his flock.” No man then need 
deſpair. But this eflay+ſhall be concluded by reſcu- 
ing from oblivion: a letter which the Rev. Thomas - 
Clarke, late Reftor of Cheſpam Bois, that moſt exalted 
hriſtian, or on the death of a 
lady + 200 bad been afflicted many years with the 
moſt dire temptations of Satan. Mr. Clarke was 


| perhaps one of the moſt humble chriſtians who have 
ppeared in the latter days, and he was- ſo-modeſt, 


75 , 
2 


that he never publiſhed any thing of oonſequence. 
The ſollowing letter therefore, the author hopes, 
will be a great treat to many perſons who revere 
his precious memory. W 
the lady died, as the had ho lived; the ſubje& ſtill 
of yexatious, nervouſly affected, and ſatanical temp- 
tation. The letter is dated at Loudwater, where 
Mr. Clarke then was upon a viſit, and is the ſame 
ſituation mike 20 . e 0 n aber | 
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-® Ma, — defres me to a you handy 
„ — departed this life on Sunday laſt: about three 
i o'clockiny the morning. The Lord was pleaſed 
te to grant her an eaſy and quiet departure, without 
« ſtruggle, groan, or ſigh, out of this corrupt and 
4 diſordered world. We hope ſhe has gained ad- 

* miſſion. into thoſe manſions of peace and reſt, 

& here the bleſſed inhabitants are perfectly free 
cc from the aſſaults 4 of our ſpiritual adverſary, from 
ce fears, deſponding thoughts, and the various diſ- 
« quietudes and anxieties that ariſe from thence: 
Our hopes are grounded, not on ſome caſual ex- 
« preſſions, but on the general tenour of her liſe, 
« her prayers, deſires, and views. I know. not that 
e ſhe can be charged with any wilful habitual ſin, 

« 6r neglect of duty. She had a very deep and pe- 
« netrating ſenſe of her guilt, unworthineſs, and in- 
te ſufficiency, Every true chriſtian was dear to her, 
« ſhe had a zeal for the honour of God, and the 
ee promotion of the goſpel, of which her entire ap- 
* probation of is an undoubted proof; in 
« which, ſo far from glorying, | I never heard her fo 
e much as once mention it. She certainly very 
er earneſtly deſired ſalvation, a falvation not only 

« from guilt or the imputation of ſin, but from all 
« the diſorders and evils of a depraved nature; and 
ce I am thoroughly perſuaded that her hopes of de- 
enen 'reſted ſolely on the merits, power and 
ARR © he = al 


and the inſindations of Satan, ſhe might 
«Judge of herſelf, T cannot conceive that ſhe would 
judge us, not according to what we feel, nor ac- 
_ < cording to what we judge of ourſelves, eſpecially 
under a deranged ftate of mind, but according to 
whit we really ar, If we love God and hate 
e * fin, however we muy bo affreted wich a view: of 
dur own / weakneſs and unworthineſs, yet certainly 
we muſt be the e ee and the ſubjects 

_ «af the try of his 

Rf $3 any N amn, my Foul Sir, e 
n Tor very affectionate friend and hat, 
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1 0 1 i POLITICS, 


ot ume. but underfanding what THE viLL 
ct wad ne TAE n e Ee v. 17. | 


Tun Engliſh conſtianios--is ien of 
the world. Whilſt ochers, without experiencing its 
„ 5 2 protection, 


* 


E | G 7s ) 
protection , praiſe it: let us not be PIPE > | 
advantages. We do not pretend to ſay it has no 

corruptions, but in the preſent ſtate of human nature 
ve queſtion whether à better will ever be found out. 
n e eee een 
| to amend it. OA 5 ae 
— ment, bees pracend > e 
the chriſtian what che ſeripture ſays upon his duty 
vith reſpect to politics, delineate upon paper the 
 profent principles of our conſtitution. And here we 
mall give the opinion of one who * v hot aſnam- 
« ed nor afraid to on, that he had a full know- 
& ledge of the whole progreſs of the revolution, and 
< that he had all the ſhare in it, that his capacity and 


« ſtation did admit of *.” We muſt ſtate this, be- 


| cauſe our conſtitution in England, and our duty in 
reſpect to it a chriſtians, and loyal ſubjects, depend 
much upon the principles at that time laid down, and 
accordingly aded upon. Our government is a 
© legal one; the king's authority is founded on law, 
0 No man is proſecuted or puniſhed but for the 
ce violation of ſome law. It is the law that direCts 
© the ſucceſſion to the crown, In France and Ger- 
. many, the heir male only can fucceed: among us 
e jt goes to the heir general. Thus a ſubverſion 
e of law, is the deſtroying that on which the king's 
wanne n and by which it is main- 


Vid Bip Dare rc ue. c rea- 
«< on ſeveral occaſions,” | 
* © tained: 


an. 2 4. Age Wo foch. 
& ſtraits, that they ſaw they muſt either be ſlaves, or 
« uy how their liberties could be preſerved. The 
Luauthotity of: parents over their children is the ori- 
* ginal of all government, as founded on the cleareſt 
et title of conveying {life and beingito them; yet, if a 
* father goes to deſtroy his. children without a juſt 
< cauſe; If he is in the fiate of nature, out of go- 
e vernmelit, or if in government, on any account 
et yhatſde vir certainly by his attempt to deſtroy that 
lie, the conveyance of which to them was the 
. ©. foundation of his authority over them, he releaſes 
them from all obligations to ſubmit to his cruelty, 
it and they are at liberty to ſee to their own preſer- 
& vation. The caſe is ſtronger in ſubjeQts, who 
« are under no.natural tie, but only a legal one, to 
« their prince ; ſo the annulling the authority of 
e law is indeed the - deſtroying or ſubverting that 
et upon which only their obligation ee 
« ſubmiſſion is founded .. 
From the above quotation it appears cows ou? 
goverament. is a lege! one, and that there evidently 
a compact between the king and the people. The 
coronation oath, Magne Charta, the Bill of Rights, 
and the Habeas Corpus Act, are ſo many pallediums, 
aſcertaining Britiſn Rights. In this country no man 
e ee to feel Wy en in ee 
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* bis. ut ee 


He 


e 
He ſub . the laws known and aſ - 

certained, / If aggrieved, he has his remedy at law 
and the very king himſelf is amenable to the laws of 
the country even in his own courts. Men who are 
not rightly. informed, may depreciate ſuch -a gow 
vernment z but we conceive reaſon alone, without re- 
ligion, would . diftate ſubmiſſion, where ſo many 
advantages are to be found. In this eſſay however 
we are pourtraying the politics of chriſtians, and wWe 
humbly conceive, that God's word has nollileft them 
without ita directions upon ſo delicate a ſuhject. 
We wonder not at the heat and zeal with which men 
of the world expreſs themſelves upon ſuch topics z 
but we own we are ſurpriſed when. we perceive 
the meek and lowly followers of the Lamb engaged 
in fiery contentions about the momentary tranſae - 
tions of © this preſent evil world.” To perceive. 
thoſe who © are no more ſtrangers and foreigners,” 
but * fellow citizens with the ſainta, and of. the 
« houſehold. of God,” Eph. ii, 19, angrily. diſput-: 
ing about the trifles of a world in which they prom: 
ſeſs they are only « pilgrims and ſqjournera, ney 
us ſometimes to exclaim with the heathen poet, 


105 00 Tantene animis oath eftibus 1 % vel. 


The ſcripturen do not define any en * 
of government as neceſſury. They uniſormly com- 
mand abefirnge- to. thoſe conſtituted. n that 


{; 74 93 


. . « * Dwell ſack anger i in cleial winds * . 
: exiſt, 


þ y y 


ariſtoerarical, wr arty on Wa all * 
 Intermixed, - The providence! of God permits their 
formation; and God himſelf threatens-to punith "es 
_ Gftanee to their authority. From our very childhood 
weiare taught obedience to lawful authoritiex in the 
pode inſtructions which our ehureh inculcates 
vpom her members And moſt probably it is for 
want of gecurring to theſe firſt principles, that we 
— many ehtiſtians thinking and acting ſo 
1 mly on the fubject of chriſtian politics; 
«Honour thy father and mother,” faith the ferip» 
ture. The church defines” this to: mean, that we 
muſt ſubmit ourſelves to . all our ere teacli- 
<«< ors, ſpiritual paſtors; and maſters,” - Awful are 
ſtripture denunciations; Curſecd be Canaan; a 

t ſervant of ſervants ſhall he be unto his bretliren l 
Gen; ts. 25: Why curſed? Becauſe his father 


Fim had expoſt& his father's nakedheſs. Do chrif- 


{ 


tian thinle therefore to eſcape, who allbw/themſelves 
im the habitual expoſüre of the” faults of their ling, 
heir political fuuber?? Alas! alas l How little is 
practical chriſtianity yet underſtood in the ſubject of 
Politics ? One of the moſt worthy, prelates we ever 
had i in our Engliſn we w ebe in a 
2 this y clin onfider them, 
and intermingle prayer to God; that, if on this ſub- 
Jject he hath heretofore committed iniquity, he may 
Os being more „ > ſo no more. Ye 

| ce * muſt 


0 1 "2 | | 
* muſh ust cf che Taker of thy people, Ex AA as: 

Nu nos ſo much as in ti theaghts. Ecchk x 20. You 

Jule, verſe 8. But you muſt honour be. fangs 
1 Pet. 11,7. You moſt ſubmit your/eives tu πe-ü | 
inan ef man for the Lord's ſake ; whether ihe 
c ꝙ the kings. as, ſupreme; on unto: governors, 4 mpto 
te them: that are font. by him for the: punifoment- of | evil 
; &« deers, and for the praiſy of them that do wall. 1 Pets 
4 ij. 13 14. You mult ofey magifrates.. Wit ili. 2. 
Lou muſt; not rebel, nor reſiſt, but be uh s 
<& the- bigher powers; Rom. xiii. 2, 23 and that too 
« mot only far warb, but likewije for conſujence bst 
« Verſe g. That is, you muſt be ſubject and obe- 
dient to them, not anly for fear of the puniſhment 
« which they may otherwiſe inflict upen yo bue 


« out of a ſenſe of your duty, and in obedience to 5 


rene ue de daſs? ths faime-reaſony, you 
10 * Tim. ii 2. wee pee 
er Lord, for his ſake ye mult fear the king, and not 
ec nedale, nor mingle yourſelves with them that are 
given t0.change. Prov. xxiv. 21. Theſe are the 
& expreſs commands of the Moſt High God; Ss 
& that no man can rebel againſt his lawful prince 

« without rebelling againſt him, the Univerſal Mie , 
cc narch of tha World.. ” 
T he wo operon ww reads ch x once x = 


| © Rein Church Catechilam. a wie 


. onſcience, 
Lili. 5, to ſubmit to his eee He iaſts: 
' niſhed when he' hears profeſſing chriſtians as buſily 
+ ed in; ** ſpeaking evil of dignities,” as thoſe 
vs in the general tenour of their conduct © are 
« preſumptuous and ſclf-willed.” 2 Pet. ii. 10. He 
never read of any reſiſtance againſt governors ex- 
cept they commanded "believers to act - contrary 
3 duty to God. In ſuch a caſe, with Peter 
they know how to anſwer, © We ought to obey God 
Luther than man.“ Acts v. 29. When Nebu- 
adnezzar had commanded the worſhipping of his 
immenſe golden image in the plain of Dura, Sha- 
drach, Meſhach, and Abednego, refuſed to obey, de- 


dating,” Be it m unto thee, O king, that we 
vill not ſerve thy gods, nor worſhip the golden 

ec image which thou haſt ſet up.“ Dan. iii. 18. So 
M./yrdecai refuſed to pay adoration to Haman, which 
. . was the cuſtom of the eaſtern countries 


1 * 80 ** We 


* n n in e Life of l the ae Ae | 
us that Titbrauſtet, the captain of the guard, informed that 
general, that if he approsched the Perſian Monarch, he 

muſt of Bin. Nee oft enim, , in conſe Jum venerii, ve. 
nerart te regem (quod peu, illi wocant) i. e. © It is neceſſary 
ec 1 you if you come into his er e to hoo N the * 


which they call e] re An 7 
| This note perhaps may caſt a © vgs upon Mordecai's as 
to bow to Hamari, which may have eſcaped the atamen of the 


mentioned; i a of penn ches ei 
is duty of a. believer to God. In ſuch caſes," re- 
ſiſtance was a chriſtian grace, proceeding from love 
we ever find godly characters ſubmitting even 1 f 
moſt grievous impoſitions and torments. Our own 
Martyrology furniſhes us with ſome very remake : 
inſtances of the actions of bod men on this ſubject, 
which ſpeak more ſenſibly to the mind, than the moſt 
elaborate precepts earneſtly inculcated. It would 
be well, if the reader would take the pains therefore 
to turn to Fox's Book of Martyrs, where in the ac- 
count of Bradford and Philpot he would preſently 
perceive the moſt heroic chriſtian fortitude, joined to 
the deepeſt humility, and profeſſed ſubjection to 
the rulers that then exiſted. Vide Fox's Book ir Mar- 
09% pages 287 and 53g. 4 
Ho contrary was the conduct of . men to 
| chat which we have ſeen acting lately around us. 
How many chriſtians have involved themſelves in 
the guilt of depreciating their civil father, who would 
have thought the ſame treatment the higheſt act of 
impiety towards a natural one? and yet guilt ariſes 
in proportion to the perſons againſt whom we of- 
fend. The antient . nen never inter- | 


8 No 3 a godly man refaſed to worſhip a fellow- 
man, (probably an Amalekite, a nation devoted to deſtruction) 
' though-otherwiſe we can ſcarcely ſuppoſe he would have hefi- 

_ tated from payingg honour to whom honour was due.” 


G meddled 


MJ + Hiſtory: inſuri op eat wad: —.— 
ny Jarly ſtriking — of the chriſtians of the 
a9 0 vr I — mend a 
he 9 3 ame eee kind“ Their num- 
bers were ſuch that they could eaſily have obtained 
it, but we never find they attempted any ſuch 
thing. They ſeemed perfectly to underſtand St. 
Juames when he ſaid, “ Ve have condemned and 
4 killed the juſt, and he doth not reſiſt you.” James 
v. 6. It appears, ſays that excellent writer, not 
1 from a few paſſages here and there only, but from 
_ * the whole tenour of their writings, and, what is ſtill 
«, more, from their uniform practice, without a fin- 
« ole exception, that they thought it unchriſtian to 
e ſeek this mode of relief, (namely, * of redreſſ- 
* ing themſelves by force.“) © Patience and 
« prayer and charity were their only arms. Nor 
do you find a ſingle inſtance of a ehtiſtian inter- 
© meddling with the politics of his time. 
Muſt we not then ſay that they underſtood the 
& rules laid down in the thirteenth chapter to the 
« Romans, and other parts of the New Teſtament, 
. in a literal manner? That they thought it wrong 
« to revenge injuries, public as well as private, and 
.« referred themſelves wholly to him who hath faid, 
Vengeance is mine]! I believe we have no other 
e mane This l ſum of chriſtian, poli 
, * tics; 


Weng * * 
„ 


6 


es 6h FT this light what an advatitage this ſpi= 
4 rit proved to them in making them feel them- 
er ſelves ſtrangers and pilgrims on earth, in cauſing 


et them to long for the heavenly ſtate, in deaden- 


: 


ing their affections to the world, and in exerciſing 


te them in faith and charity, is not hard to conceive. 
0 And; whenever real chriſtians, in our times, ſhall 
ee more fully emancipate themſelves from the am- 
ec bitious notions, with which the preſent habits and 
ices of men infe&t them, and, through di- 
« vine grace, catch the ſpirit of the primitive be- 
ce levers in this point, they will then ſee a beauty 
, © in the New Teſtament principles, on this ſubject, 
ce of which they have now little idea: the love of 
e the world will ceaſe ſo ſtrongly to entangle them, 
s and primitive apoſtolic faith and practice may 
“ again viſit the earth in its genuine ſimplicity *,” 
-- To: conclude, a chriſtian under whatever governs 
ment he lives, is a © quiet” and ſubmiſſive ſubject. 
Pſalm xxxv. 20. He does not © revile his rulers,” 
Ex. xxii. 28, but prays for them that he may lead 
a quiet and peaceable life, in “ all godlineſs and ho- 
dc neſty.” 1 Tim. ii. 1—=3, Does he live under the 
-moſt arbitrary deſpotiſm? like the antient chriſ- 
tians, Who obeyed even a deteſtable Nero, he 
contends, that © every ſoul ſhould be ſubje& unto 
the higher Powers; for there is no power but of 


DS Vide Milner Hiſtory 20 Church cini. A book that 
no gentleman or ftadent, who can afford i it, will leave out of his : 


library, | | 
. . 2 'G 2 | cc Gi 


1 
2 & 


Nom. xiii. 1. In Br | 

that his government is a «tetra one, and 

ed, he appeals, like St. Paul, Acts xxv. 11, to 
- thoſe judicatories which can protect him; happy, in- 
_ conceivably happy, that, as an Engliſh ſubjef, he 
n __ and ang go hand in W ; 


 CONFORMIT * TO THE WORLD. 


Tove not the world. 1 Jonn i ll. 1 "Ss 

| Berigvars were once © children of wrath eyen as 
others. Eph. ii. 3. They were in vain ſeeking 
happineſs amidſt created enjoyments, and found, as 
all worldlings in their lucid intervals confeſs, ſatiſ- 
faction in nothing. When the time aroſe that their 
hearts ſhould be changed, | they were brought out of 
pitehy darkneſs into the tranſcendant light: of the 
goſpel. Inſtantly, their minds being altered, their 
views, their thoughts, their companions, and their 
delights, were all changed. If any one had aſked 
them at ſuch a moment whether they would again 
chooſe to return into their former ſtate, and re- aſ- 
ne the Were * had left, with what incon- 

7 cCeivable 


£3 


- exlvabls a might we ſuppoſe they: would Do. 


1 have anſwered, © Do you conceive it poſſible that 
ec having taſted the profound happineſs of loving 
God, I am capable of again intermingling in the 


e pleaſures of fin?” The queſtion then whether a 


believer will conform to the maxims, modes, and 
forms, of © this preſent evil world,” ſeems encircled 
within a very narrow compaſs, and is admirably an- 
ſwered in the language of St. Peter, That he no 
e longer ſhould live the reſt of his time in the fleſh, 
te to the luſts of men, but to the will of God; for the 


t time paſt of our life may ſuffice us to have wrought 


ee the will of the gentiles, when we walked in laſci- 
cc viouſneſs, luſts, exceſs of wine, revellings, ban- 
« quetings, and n idolatries. 1 ew iv. 
2 41 „ : 
Conformity to the * is neceſſary, in a mea- 
ſure, in our buſineſs and honeſt occupations, but 
there are modes of ſpending time, of uſing dreſs, 
and of taking recreation, to which the real chriſtian 
will not conform. The reaſon is, ſuch a man ſets 
before him a perfect pattern. When any dubious 
occurrence ariſes in Providence, which the chriſtian 
heſitates to follow, he puts the following query to 
himſelf, . Would my Saviour in ſimilar cireum- 
« ſtances act as I am going to do?” According as 
his conſcience anſwers, ſo his conduct is regulated. 
Hle is conſcious that this is the proper mode of de- 
termining the actions of his life. He recolleAs the 


high authority, which hath ſaid, that cc *C hriſt hath .- 


G 8 «left 


"Cw j- 


: « le us . e follow his ſteps, “ 
1 Pet. ii. 21, and that St. Paul would excite us to 
. be « followers' of hum, as he was of oa a” 1 . 
*. 5 

A believer loves 85 Seht and RI Aabuney 
- with God. 1 John i. 3. This is the life of his ſoul, 
a ſatisfaction greater than all the muddy pleaſures of 


fin can afford. He does not throw up the recrea- 


tions he once was ſo fond of without a rich equiva- 
| lent; his recompence far ſurpaſſes the moſt magni- 
kent overtures the world can make him. „ 
The retention of its friendſhip he finds inconſiſtent 
_ .with a holy and comfortable walk with God, The 
word ſounds in his ears, and is exemplified in his ex- 


perience, that! the friendſhip of the world is en- 


ie mity with God, and that whoſoever will be a 
ce friend of the world, is the enemy of God,” James 
4vi 4. He could wiſh to prove what is that good 
e and acceptable, and perfect will of God,” and he 
een this is to be done, by & not being con- 
« formed to this world, but by being transformed in 


es the renewing of his mind,” Rom xii. 2. He 


frequently converſes with profeſſors around him; ; 


he hears them pleading for what they call their © in- 


r nocent amuſements; his ſoul pities their miſ- 


takes, and he prays that God would do away their 


miſconceptions. He. peculiarly obſerves that the 
_ perſons, who deſire to be like the world, are looſe 
in their ann. e ee or Ts is Oy in 
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_ the fat ily. Either Ay APY or ſome 1 7 

7 chey/ts eee Often ſuch conformiſts are young 
people, who know not © the plague of their heart.” 
Probably they have received a religious education, 
but it has never cordially influenced their practice. 
The experience of their parents they have heard: of, 
burt it has always appeared a myſtery to them: and, 
„ they do not know for themſelves the reality of 
religion, being yet unconverted, they hanker aſter 
ſomething congenial to their depraved nature. Hence 
ariſes their eagerneſs after forbidden objects. The 
believer, acutely obſerving theſe things, ſees through 
the diſguiſe. of merely promiſing morality, and la- 
ments that no fruits of a changed nature appear. He 
does not ſtumble at the conduct of ſuch perſons, 
but n labours to convince them: of their er- 
5 rors. 5 30 3 
In this 8 ee anion Ca: 

a grand ſpecies of entertainment to the generality 
of mankind. The worldling will earneſtly plead 
for ſuch things, but the believer cannot enter into 
his pleaſures,  ** He has not ſo learned Chrilt.” Tf 5 
curſing, fwearing, blaſphemy, condemning of re re- ] 
ligion, burleſquing of the ſcriptures, miſapply ng 
the doctrines of religion, expoſing virtue, encourag- 
ing vice, affronting ſuperiors, and being a declared 
enemy to all religion, be ſome of the greateſt 
crimes we can conceive of, then the ſtage ought 
to be abhorred, for all theſe things have been proved 


6. 5 * 
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wo 
Wo ates for ſuch amuſements gene- 
: rally plead _ virtuous tendency, of them, contend- 
ing that they are performed to diſcountenance vice 
by delineating her deformity, apd to recommend 
virtue by pourtraying her beauty, But the miſchief 
is, the human mind, naturally prone to evil, leaves 
\ the lovely picture of virtue, and reliſhes moſt the 
pPortraiture of vice. Were the philoſophy of ſome. 
moraliſts true, that the human mind is born like a 
blank piece of paper, and is equally capable by ſelf- 
determination of receiving either virtuous or vicious 
' impreſſions, as it chooſes; we might ſafely attend the 
. ._ -» repreſentations of the ſtage ; but, whilſt the unerring 
Vord of God depicts the wickedneſs of man as great, 
and that © every imagination of the thoughts of his 
- © heart is only evil continually,” Gen. vi. 5, we muſt 
beg leave to diſſent, and fully declare, that, how- 
ever ſenſual-perſons may. admire, the really ſerious 
mind ſhudders at an attendance upon a place where 
um is uſvally recommended,” 
Il b!be ſenſations of godly men, who previous to 
their converſion loved theatrical amuſements as much 
2s Others, will go far to prove, that a truly regene- 
rated perſon can find no fatisfaction at a playhouſe. 
? "Thy have ingenuouſly declared, that, after an at- 


* Vide « The Evil and Danger of Stage Plays, ſhewing ; 
| . * their natural tendeney to deſtroy Religion, and introduce a 
ts general corruption of manners, &c. by Arthur Bedford, M. A. 
« Vicar of Temple in the city of Briſtol, 1 706 5 fines when 
the tage is aus no means improved, | 


tendance | 


. 29) 
b tendance upon ſuch places, their minds have been 
5 utterly. unhinged from all ſerious impreſſions ; that 
a kind of waking dream. has floated upon their i imagi- 
nation; and that for ſeveral days they have been in- 
capacitated from properly following the buſineſs, of 
their callings *. . Others have been ſo ſtruck with 
the utter incongruity of being ſound there, that, ö 
whilſt they have continue in the houſe, they have 
thought the building would every moment fall upon 
their heads. Now, if ſuch experience be genuine, 
may we not, without enthuſiaſm, allow that the 
Spirit of God convinces the ſerious mind that ſuch 
amuſements are improper, and utterly unlawful ? 
Nay, may we not proceed a ſtep further, and believe 
[the above experience being our guide) that all 
theatres are now generally thronged by thoſe, and 
thoſe only, whoſe preſent laughter, noiſy merriment, 


Thus it is ſaid that Sir Matthew Hale was © an extraordi- 
c nary proficient at ſchool, and for ſome time at Oxford; but, 
te the Stage Players coming thither, he was ſo much corrupted 

« by ſeeing many plays, that he almoſt wholly forſook his ſtu- 
« dies. By this he not only loſt much time, but found that his 

* head was thereby filled with vain images of things, and, be- 

« ing afterwards ſenſible of the miſchief of this, he reſolved _ 

„ upon his coming to London, never to ſee a Play again; to 

c which he conſtantly adhered.”** Vide Middleton's Biographia 1 

Evang. Vol. iii. Life of Sir Matthew Hale, pages 403, 404. If 

Stage plays therefore could take off the attention of ſo great a 

man as Sir Matthew Hale, the very wonder, and almoſt phee- 


niz of his age, bow much more ow” do their n 


| apply to common men? 


N 


and joyous acc eee will one 47 ilſue (rnlefs 
repentance intervene) in © weeping, wailing, and 
* gnathing of teeth? And, if this be the caſe, 
let the truly good man decide, whether it be not 
his indiſpenſable duty to recede from ſuch places, ; 
and leave the world to their fulfome enjoyments. 
The conduct of che great and noble in following 
uch amuſements has often been pleaded. We are 
- upt to be. miſled by examples of men illuftrious in 
the world's eſteem. J eremiah conceived the poor 
In his days &« fooliſh.” He ſuppoſed * they knew 
* not the way of the Lord, nor the judgment of 
de their God.“ He betock himſelf therefore, t unto 
E tn the great men;” but, as to © theſe,” he found 
h had altogether broken the yoke and burſt: the 
&* bonds.” Jer. v. 4, 5. We may make the ſame 
obſervation in the preſent day. To be clothed in 
purple, fine linen, and ſcarlet, to be dignified with 
titles, enriched by wealth, and ſurrounded with flat- 
tery, are the general forerunners of being © in tor- 
et ments, and wanting a drop of cold water to cool 
e the tongue.” Ceaſe then to be dazzled by the 
conduct of thoſe, © whoſe end is everlaſting deſtruc= 
wh 7 from the Prone of the? Lord,” e e 


81 4 For man, bo great ſo er his ate, 
4 Unleſs he's truly wiſe, 0 
£34 v6 Ag, like a ſenſual beaſt he lives, 
3 . * like a beaſt, he dies. 


8 Brady DIES] $ Trandation of the Plalms. 
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perienced deſires of young people have no proper 


mk 


_ 554i far om its being adviſable to follow. dhe 
ſteps of men high in authority, and loſty in power, 
ve ſhould rather conceive the humble mechanic, 
| gentleman, or tradeſman, amidſt the middling ranks 
of life, a more ſuitable example for our imitation, 
They ſeem to be the very perſons whom Agar de- 
ſcribes, having © neither poverty nor riches,” mov- 
ing amongſt the ſcenes of buſineſs with contentment, 
and without oſtentation, unexpoſed to envy, or the 
callous voice of detraction. Mark, for inſtance, the 
truly finiſhed gentleman, when converted by the 
grace of God, you will ever perceive him retiring 
as much as poſſible from the noxious aſſemblies ot 
the great, contenting himſelf with the more humble 
habiliments of ſincerity, ſilently doing good, and al- 
fſuming chriſtian courteſy n of modiſh hypo- 
. 2 politeneſs, 

- Chriſtian parents have ſometimes excuſed them- 
ſelves in permitting their children to attend at pub- 
lie places of amuſement, by obſerving that * young 
e people muſt have fome recreation,” We grant 
that this is neceſſary, but ſurely there are recrea- 
tions ſufficient without a compliance with ſinful cuf- | 
toms. Muſt we have recourſe to the dreadful ex- 
pedient of endangering the morals of our children 
in order to pleaſe them? "M this be the caſe, we 
would aſk, where can the parent ſtop? The inex- 


bounds. Grant them the gratification of one ſinful 
7 and ſoon they will n another. In- 
dulgencs | 


: 8 of any appetite 1 not « diminiſhes its 
force. Rather then, © let us train up our children in 
the honourable path of duty, and when they increaſe 
in years, the divine promiſe aſſures us, they will 
© not depart from ic.” On the ſuppoſition. that a 
child, when grown up to years of diſcretion, does 
not act as we could wiſh, if we have done our duty, 
we ſhall have no uneaſy reflections. But this can 
never be the caſe with thoſe who have at all indulged 
them i in their youthful and craving appetites.” _ 
What has been ſaid of the repreſentations of the 
1 tage, though not equally, yet ſtrongly, applies to 
the ſubjects of routs, cards, and balls. Spending 
our time in ſuch amuſements is contrary both to rea- 
ſon and the word of God. Can any thing be more 
abſurd than to ſee a rational being ſpending his pre- 
cious moments (on which eternity depends I) in 
playing with painted bits of paper; alternately elat- 

' ed and depreſſed, as if the univerſe were at ſtake, 
according as the game does, or does not, favour 
| him? Cards, we are told, were invented for the 
amuſement of an idiot king. Alas! how ſuperior 
were his delights, whoſe reaſon failed, to the fatiſ- 
factions of many, who would be accounted men of 
brillant parts and ſapient wits! Aſk the fair world- 

| ling, when ſhe comes from the midnight ball, and 
comic dance, whether her mind be in perfect uniſon 
for prayer, and the praiſes of her Maker? which 
dwells moſt on her fond imagination, the fulſome 


; compliment of her bauern partner, or the noble 
and 


6 


ad gi realities of another world? Bui, | 
good Sir Moraljf, methinks I hear a fair one ſay, 
does not Solomon tell us, © There is a time to 


dance? Yes, ſprightly madam, we would anſwer, 


He does, but his dance was of a religious nature; 
Ex. xv. 20; and, if we may judge from the preſent 
cuſtom of the Jews, there were no ſuch dances 
known as mixed 'ones, between the different ſexes. 
It was left for modern refinement, and profeſing chri/- 
tians, to mingle thoſe things which Jewiſh believers 
would have been aſhamed of; nay, which heathen 
Romans looked n en Vide GR 
Nepos, 
If reaſon condemns, much more does * ferip= 
ture, ſuch recreations. They can never be conſi ſtent 
with the ſpiritual meaning of ſuch quotations as the 
following. © Let your loins be girded about, and 
et your lights burning, and ye yourſelves like unto 
« men that wait for their Lord. Bleſſed are thoſe 
ce ſervants whom the Lord when he cometh ſhall 
« find watching, Be ye therefore ready.” Luke xii. 
35—42. Seeing then that all theſe things ſhall 
te be diſſolved, what manner of perſons ought ye to 
e be in all holy conver/ation,” (not flippant talking, 
and laſciviouſly complimenting, as at balls) © and 
ce godlingſs, looking for, and haſting unto, the coming 
« of the day of God!” 2 Pet. iii 11, 12, - 
Let the reader recollect that this eſſay takes it far 
5 15 chat the perſons addreſſed are thoſe who re- 
7 wiſh © to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour 
7 cc in 
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that unconverted men can receive ſuch ſerious ad- 
vice without a ſneer. Indeed, were ſuch perſons 
prohibited the uſe of plays, balls, routs, cards, &c. 
Kc. like the curſed poſterity. of Cain, they would 
ſoon invent ſomething elſe, wherewith to amuſe their 
uneaſy conſciences. Gen. iv. 21. All things pious 
and devout to ſuch characters are prieſtly jargon and 
contemptible ſtuff, fit only for enthuſiaſts; but to 


ſuch with the poet „.. 


4 Miſtaken mortals! Ah! too late you'll find 
What *tis to banter heaven, and laugh at hell; 
__ * To dreſs up vice in falſe deluſive charms, 
1 And with gay colours paint her hideous face; 
Leading beſotted ſouls thro' flow'ry paths, 

Py « In fancied dreams, and vain fantaſtic j Joys, 
pt To diſmal ws of ern woe.“ 
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EAR THE WORD OF 'GOD. 


. rie trio riuct \7y axoy „ Ron. x. 16. 5 


Tur greater part of this habitable world yet les 
immerſedi in heatheniſh and popiſh darkneſs. Amongſt 


the heathens, as s far as we can aſcertain from facts, 
| 1 OE '-.. God 
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PIE TPREY RESIN all. The ſtrange andi incons 
- diſtene ſyſtems, which ſuch. benighted perſons. hold, 
may be ſeen by reading the Moravian accounts of 
their miſſions into North America. We know that 
it has been cuſtomary to ſay that the heathens muſt 
be left to the uncovenanted mercies of God; and 
we truſt we have as much a deſire to find that they 
are in a ſtate of ſalvation, as any of thoſe who 
 pompouſly, boaſt of their candour : but facts, ſtub» 
born facts, conſtrain us to acknowledge that when 
mere heathens are the ſubjects of our diſquiſitions, 
we do not know of any account at preſent publiſhed, 
but ſpeaks. of them as in a ſtate of the groſſeſt ig 
norance of God ®, In popiſh e n all 


The author of theſe eſſays cannot ſay too much in a 
of an inſtitution lately ſet on foot in London, called the . Miſ- 
1 flonary Society,” which has lately occupied the attention of 
many pious perſons of various denominations and parties, har. 
moniouſly agreeing together to ſend a miſſion to the heathen. 
And he is further happy to hear that there is a probability that 
ſomething of the ſame kind will be promoted by the members of 
the eſtabliſhment. This has been kindly communicated to him i in 
4 letter, which he has received from a moſt reſpectable clergy- 
man, who writes as follows.“ I do cordially approve the 
* plan already ſet on foot. I do not mention it as an objection 
e that the principal ſupporters are diſſenters ; for in this inſtitu- 
*« tion I would make no difference, But I think it better, (that 
e is more likely to preſerve peace and harmony) that church. ' 
* men ſhould move in their own line, and adopt a plan for 
er miſſions, not to oppoſe or interfere with the others, butin ſome 
in _— 128 of the globe, for * the dark parta bf ihe earth' are 
7 e ſufficientiyß 


ve e there are yet a few, who do not tally | 
< worſhip the beaſt,” nor have received her < mark 
< in their foreheads; bur ſtill theſe perſons can be 
but a ſmall remnant, when compared to the bulk 
of thoſe who decidedly profeſs antichriſtianiſm. 
The papiſts ſuffer not their people to have the word 
of God at all in their hands, or, if they licenſe of 
_ editions” of that ſacred book, they are ſich as a 


nutilated, and made ſobfervient to the pebjutich 
of falſe doctrine. We therefore in this country, or 
any other perſons in other proteſtant nations, who 

_ ' poſſeſs the pure unadulterated word of God, have 
the greateſt and moſt pointed reaſons to be thankful 

to the all-over- ruling Providence of God for ſuch an 

ineſtimable treaſure. 

In England we are indebted for the bible, and of 
courſe ſor the preaching of God's word, to the 
blood of many martyrs, confeſſors, and . chriſtian 
heroes. But may we not query, whether we are, as 
we ought to be, ſufficiently thankful? Would we 
now, as ſome Lincolnſhire females did, many years 
ago, part with a 1 8 ſhare of our eſtates to 


* 


00 faffciently aumerous, I am n bind to inſorm you alſo that ſach 
« a plan is in agitation, and I hope will go forward, I am a 
* member of aclerical ſociety, meeting at in —— where 
de this matter has been taken up, and I hope the ſcheme will 
« ſoon be matured, I think by taking this line, we ſhall obtain 
« more ſupport, and much of what the ethers would not obtain, 
60 Tot us have your prayers. . | 

purchaſe 


07 

purchaſe only a few leaves of that holy and preci- 

ous book? Alas! we have not only the bible in 

our hands, but we have in the preſent day, probably, 
as able and faithful miniſters of the goſpel of peace, 
as ever adorned a ſingle nation; and yet, with what 
| apathy and cold indifference is the preaching of the 
croſs of Jeſus heard! Certain it is, that the ſtrongeſt 
images in nature are ſelected to point out to us the 
ardent and intenſe deſire with which believing men 
of old longed for the publie ordinances of God. 


te As the hart panteth,”” faith David, © after the wa- | 


cc ter-brooks, ſo panteth my ſoul after thee, O God: 


e My ſoul thirſteth for God, for the living God: 
e when ſhall I come and appear before God?“ 


Pſalm xlii. 1, 2. To underſtand the inimitable 
beauty of the above paſſage, we muſt recollect, 
that the hart is naturally a very hot creature; that 
ſhe lived in a warm country, Canaan; that ſhe was 
| hunted; and that the Pſalmiſt means the ſhe-hart, 
(i Hape, Septuag.) who, as a female, had naturally 
ſtronger paſſions than the male. Now, ſaith he, as 
the hart thus pants after the cooling draughts of th: 
refreſhing water-braoks (under all the above cir- 
cumſtances), ſo panteth my ſoul after God, in his or- 
dinances. The ſame pious ſaint in another Pſalm 
envies the very ſparrows, who had fixed, we ſuppoſe, 
their neſts upon ſome of the buildings near the ta- 
bernacle; and the reaſon he aſſigns is, that they were 
nearer the liouſe of God than himſelf, and therefore, 

N "> 
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by a * 3 of ſpeech, he ſuppoſes them molt 
ſupremely happy. Pſalm læxxiv. 34. 
Marvellous are the effects of the pure ke 
of the word of God. It will convert the moſt 
haughty and domineering ſpirits, and ſuddenly, by 
the mighty energy of the Holy Ghoſt, transform 
ſuch perſons into the moſt amiable and childlike 
characters; Iſaiah xi. 6—8; of courſe the greater 
affection we have for our relatives, friends, and na- 
tion, the more we ought to prize the preaching of 
God's word. By this means we need never deſpair 
of the morals of the worſt of perſons. Our huſbands, 
wives, children , and dependents, though now worth- 
leſs and abandoned, may become ornamental mem- 
ders of ſociety. And that man, we publicly declare, 
Who depreciates in any degree the preaching of the 
goſpel of Chriſt, is an enemy to his ſpecies, and 
his conduct deſerves the deteſtation of all man- 
Sad in infinite ſovereignty ſometimes ſecretly be- 
gins a work of grace upon the ſoul, He carries on 
his purpoſe with ſharp and pungent convictions of 
fin. The mind, thus exerciſed, perhaps has been 
accuſtamed to hear flimſy and legal preaching. It 
hears, and hears, and hears again, in order to obtain 
genuine peace of conſcience : but as by the law can 
only be obtained the . Rnowledge of fin,” in its own 
apprehenſion it will grow worſe and worſe. Now, 
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| God, he will readily find an effectual relief. Minif- 
ters, who are ſent-and called of God, being taught 
by the ſame ſpirit as ſuch a convert, will know how 


to anſwer all the doubts reſting upon his mind. As g a 


St. Paul would expreſs it, ſuch a man will be © con- 
ec victed' of every ſin he has ever committed, and 
be ſharply condemned in his conſcience for them, 
and ** thus the ſecrets of his heart will be made ma · 
cc nifeſt, and ſo, falling down on his face, he will 
© worſhip God, and report that God is with ſuch 
te miniſters of a truth.” x Cor. xiv. 25, May we 
not therefore fairly conclude, that, if ſuch be the ad · 
vantages of hearing the word of God, it is the duty, 
nay the privilege, of every ſincere ſoul to attend | ity 
promulgation? 5 
The people of God are very much ee, to 
think that their own troubles are very peculiar, and 
chat, all things conſidered, no perſons ever have 
undergone ſuch trying circumſtances as themſelves. 
But when by hearing they find © that the ſame af- 


| flictions, which they themſelves have experienced, . 


« are accompliſhed in their fellow - chriſtians that are 
in the world,“ 1 Pet. v. 9, and that no tempta- 


e tion hath taken them, but that which is cen 


to others, their minds inſtantly obtain relief, and 
God for his goſpel is ardently praiſed. Who would 
not therefore-become an advocaty for a ſtriẽt attend. = 
ance upon the hearing of the word, whereby peace 
and comfort and eſtabliſhment are OT: 
H 2 > 2405, 1 
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WMe read in the ſcriptures that Chriſt is com- 


ve inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the earth 
K ſor his poſſeſſion z Pſalm 11.-$;"” and that the 


. © « kingdoms of the world, will become the kingdoms 
of his Lord, and of his Chriſt;“ Rev. xi. 25. 


But how are theſe grand events to be brought to 
paſs ? We anſwer by the unadulterated preaching of 
the word of God, for verily the © ſound” of the 
_ everlaſting goſpel muſt * go into all the earth, and 
ee the words of God, preached by his minitters, 
ee and heard by his people, muſt go unto the ends 
\ « of the world;” Rom. x. 18; and then ſhall * the 
«earth be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
ge waters cover the ſea.” Iſaiah xk g. 
The way moſt profitably to hear the word i is by | 
deep meditation, and reflection upon our various 


. wants. Then we ſhould heartily pray that God 


would direct the miniſter upon whom we attend to 
touch upon our particular caſe. . Many perſons ruſh 
upon public ordinances, without the leaſt prepara- 


tion or forethought. They do not go to be in- 
ſtructed or edified, but to be entertained. The fin- 


'  cere believer has higher motives in view. He de- 
tres to hear God, /peaking through the miniſter; of 
cCourſe, he heartily prays for him, and whilſt che 
mull is preaching, he looks to God, expecting to hear 
* wan will ſpeak; to his caſe, through the inſtru- 


To inſure ſucceſs, he ever and anon, whilſt 


bean ſends up ſhort W petitions to hea- 
- ven, 


e 


en would aſſiſt the miniſter” in his fa- 
culties, and aid him in his delivery. The united 
prayers of congregations, acting as thus deſcribed, 
we may eaſily conceive producing the moſt aſto- 


niſhing effects. God will bow the heavens, and 
come down to men. H, © unto whom all hearty 
« are open, all deſires known, and from whom no 
ec ſecrets are hid, will cleanſe the thoughts of _ 
© hearts by the inſpiration of his Holy Spirit, and 
te teach them perſectly to love him, and nne to 
8 "ey his holy name.” 
Aſter hearing, a conſcientious man v will alſo fall 
upon his knees, and fervently pray to God to bleſs 
the word that he has heard. He will endeayour to 
recolle& what impreſſions have been made upon 
his mind, and what convictions followed. Few 
_ perſons, we are afraid, either after prayer, or hear- 
ing God's word, conſcientiouſly bring to remem- | 
brance what has paſſed upon their minds. But 
we ſhould ever conſider that not temporary and 
fleeting, but laſting and fixed, impreſſions of duty, 
- conſtitute the eſſential ſervices, which we are led to 
expect from WOE the PRI goſpel * _ 
vation. 
_ "Thouſands are hy excuſes which Sibel make 
for a non- attendance upon public ordinances. But, 
except in caſes of real illneſs, or very particular 
emergencies, we can never admit that any plea can 
form a ſufficient excuſe for their not always attending 2 
W 8 che | preaching of the goſpel. Should | 
my. they 
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they ee that they can obtain as much be fp 
|  nefit by reading at home as in coming to church, 
we muſt earneſtly deny it. No man can ſhew the 


ſiame grand promiſe for privately reading, that God 


has given for the ſucceſs of the public preaching 
ol his goſpel. Where faith comes once by reading, 
1 ney a thouſand times more frequently by © hear- 
ing. The reaſon is, that the ſharp' ſound of 
Jueſus's Epe goſpel 1 is the grand mean whereby 
be © ſmites the nations, and converts them to his 
* truth.“ Rev. xix. 15. But for once we will ſup- 
poſe (though we cannot really admit) that a man 
may obtain as much benefit by reading at home as 
he might if attending upon the public preaching of 
the word of God: yet let us, in ſuch caſe, put a 
ſiingle query, Are there not others, who probably 
depend upon, or can be influenced by the perſon 
who continues at home? - And, if ſo, may not ſuch 
a man, thus influencing his fellow-creatures, be the 
occaſion of their diſregarding the word, and con- 
= ſequently periſbing The anſwer to this queſtion 
decides inconteſtably man's duty in publicly hearing 


Fr the word, and leaves all thoſe inexcuſable Who 


E trifle with their own falvation, and that of their fel- 
Jow-men. By juſt conſequence, a man, by not at- 
trending the means of grace, may bring the very 
* Hood of his fellow- creatures upon himſelf, 
In: this country, where the author reſides, ſhould 
5 a paper - mill be out of order, what immediate ef- 
* are made 3 to reſtore it! How maar 
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hands are inſtantly at work to bring things into 
ſuch a ſtate, that the manufacture of paper may ba 
again forwarded? | Now can we conſcientiouſly ſay, 

that if any hindrance ariſes to our attendance” upon 
the word of God, we are equally as concerned to ob- 
| tain its removal? Suppoſe a perſon of a tender con- 
ſtitution, and incapable frequently of attending the 
public means on account of ſtreſs of weather, are 
ſimilar attempts made by ſuch a man to procure ſome 
convenience to be brought to the church of God, 
as are made uſe of in the ſuppoſed caſe above? We 
do not heſitate to ſay, that if mankind prized as they 
ought the precious and glorious means of grace, 
their coaches, their chariots,” their chaiſes, their 
| horſes, their carts, and their waggons, would be as 
readily drawn out on the ſabbath day to attend the 
ordinances of God, as they are, at other times, to 
vilit for vanity, or to obtain their worldly profits, 
And how inexcuſable gentlemen and tradeſman are, 
in the great metropolis, who do not attend the 
church of God, permitting the moſt trifling excuſes 
to prevail, and yet have the public conveniences 
of hired coaches, no pen can properly deſcribe ! * 
A hearer, who is a regular attendant upon the 
means of grace, is an honour to ſociety, and is in- 
cConceivably advantageous to a good cauſe. Such 
a man, if he be a perſon of ſenſe, will grow in grace 
himſelf, and greatly encourage the miniſter whom 
he attends. The more ſenſible ſuch a perſon is the 


better. His preſence will animate the preacher, be- 
H „ cauſe 


aauſt he will know that any laborious pains, which 
be may have been led to take, will not be thrown 
away, haying at leaſt before him one upright im- 

8 prayer of his talent. Miniſters of parts, talents, and 


1 piety; have frequently had their hands and minds 
enſeebled by the cold indifference of their en 


"jp beacing the preaching of the craſs of Chriſt; If 
men therefore value their own happineſs; and the 


improvement of their miniſter, and if they wiſh him 


ta be ©.a workman that needeth not to be aſham- 
e ed, tightly dividing the of truth, 2 Tim. 
ü. 15, let them regularly attend upon thoſe 
means which God hath appointed for The conſtant 
edification of his ,,, 2 2463 wa 
But whilſt miniſters are 3 ada to at- is 
tend upon the preaching of the croſs of Chriſt, let 
them never be diſcouraged by any circumſtances 
that can happen. If ſent of God, God will ſupport 
them. In their meaſure they ſhall be ſucceſsful, for 
the Lord, has promiſed that “ as the rain cometh: 
Fe down and the ſnow from heaven, and returnetk 
ccc not thither, but watereth the earth and maketh it 
* bring forth and bud, that it may give ſeed to the 
te ſower, and bread to the eater; % ſhall his word 
z that goeth forth of his mouth, it ſhall not ro- 


e furn unto him void, but it Hall accompliſh that 


ce which he pleaſes, and it ſhall proſper in the thing 
* "hereto he ſends 28 {ah We 10, IT, 
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FORGIVENESS OF INJURIES. . 


Det 2 veniam fac cui van & . Seurca. | 


Cs . ſoldiers, e nk” 
the ſame mighty captain, are waſhed in the ſame 


precious blood, and ſhould have the ſame heavenly 
| Intereſt at heart. If unhappily any variance ariſes 
between themz they 


* be kind one to another, tender hearted, forgiving 


te one another, even as God for Chriſt's lake ben 


« forgiven them. Eph. iv. 37. 
MWe live in a world of miſtake, and E i 
ſeem aware of the evil of miſunderſtanding the cha- 


racters of their fellow-chriſtians, till bitter experi- 


ence hath taught them, that it is morally impoſſible 
to live long in this world and do good, without 
making a thouſand allowances for others, in the 
ſame manner as they feel ſenſibly and affectingly that 
allowances muſt be made for themſelves. The 


grand adverſary of mankind will endeavour hard 
to divide the people of God. To divide and com- 


mand was always his maxim. Were the people of 
the Lord all of one mind they would form an in- 


vincible 


hould recollect their divine 
original, their nearneſs of connexion, and ſhould 
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: vineible 4 lieh would got near to > overthrow - 

| his kingdom. 
Pride is the ſource of all our us . He that 
* js of a proud heart ſtirreth up ſtrife.” Prov. xxviii. 
ag. A proud man will conceive a thouſand cir- 
; cumſtances intended to offend him, which a humble 
man will patiently | overlook. The very end of 
chriſtianity is to make us © meek and lowly.” Until 
a portion of this ſpirit be obtained, we may reaſon- 

ably doubt, whether we have been © converted,” 
and are © become“ teachable, modeſt, and humble 

as little children.” Matt. xviii. 3. From whence 
d des that fiery and overbearing temper ariſe, which 

kan brook ns eontradiction, and will hear no rea- 
ſonable excuſe, but from pride? Sagacious moral- 
iſts have pretended that a nice ſenſe of punctilious 


„ etbür ie requiſite to keep the world tolerably civil, 


and that there would be no living quietly, if man- 
kind were not permitted to avenge themſelves. But 
the ſeriptures ſpeak a very different language. 

« Above all things,” they ſay, « - avenge not your- 
« ſelves, but rather give place unto wrath, for it is 
ec written, vengeance is mine; I will repay, faith the 
Lord.“ Rom. xii. 19. Great is the clamour for 
national reformation ; but, whilſt the horrid and de- 
teſtable mode of duelling and killing one another. 
in cold blood be permitted, and men high in autho-. 
ritydo not diſcountenance ſuch proceedings, we muſt 
naturally expect anarchy and confuſion. A brutal, 
' heady, high-minded ſpirit is gone forth, and how 
OO Ll . b * 
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tianity, that ſyſtem which teaches the moſt refined 


and conciliating morals. ' I fay unto you,” faith 


Chriſt, © that ye reſiſt not evil, but whoſoever ſhall 
te ſtnite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the 


* other alſo. And if any man will ſue thee at the 
ce jaw, and take away thy coat, let him have thy - 
« cloak alſo.” Matt. v. 39, 40. The very loweſt 


interpretation of which ſcriptures ' muſt mean this, 


if they mean any thing, that we ought not to be of 


a litigious angry diſpoſition, and that we ought ra- 


ther to * take wrong, and even ſuffer ourſelves” to 
e be injured, than to be over-ſolicitous i in Wer ; 


ing Bur rights. 1 Cor. vi. 7. | 


- Humility then muſt be laid as 2 1 primary Wi: 


m of a forgiving and forbearing diſpoſition. 
The very beſt antidote againſt revenge is the thought 


that we have had © ten thouſand . talents” forgiven. 


us, and that therefore we ſhould: forgive our offend- 
ing brother his few © hundred pence.” In thoſe 
ſilent moments, when our haughty ſpirits have been 
ſoftened with the benevolent merciful kindneſs of 
God to our own fouls, may we not appeal to the 
real chriſtian, that he has thought it almoſt impoſ- 
ſible that ever in future he ſhould admit even the 


idea of revenge? Confeſſedly then ſuch ſoftened 


moments have been our beſt ſeaſons. May we ever 
recollect them, and vigorouſly act accordingly! » 


Jo avoid miſtaking the actions of our ſellow men, 
. . ; We: 


ſlopped . in its mad career? By ſeriouſly 
inculeating the amiable, gentle, precepts of chriſ- 
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C artily pray te God FIR the a;kt of his 
haealin end N Spirit. Anger, wrath, bitterneſs, 
's and- clamour, grieve. the Spirit of. God 3 Eph, iv. 
30, 313 but gentleneſs and peace are his eſſential 


fruits. When that illuſtrious and Holy Spirit de- 


ſcends with his balmy wing, ſerenity, kindneſs, and 
affection, are diffuſed throughout the ſoul of man. 
Nay, we may with the ſtricteſt yeracity aſſert, that 
he will not act where diſcompoſed paſſions reign. 
The prophet Eliſha wos juſtly angry with the king 
of Iſrael, and ſpake even without fin, when he ſharply 
- rebuked that wicked monarch; but we find the 
Holy Ghoſt did not deſcend upon him until a min- 
ſtrel had been brought to allay, and again compoſe 
his ruffled ſenſes. 2 Kings iii. 13—15. How in- 
_ effably ſweet are the inſpirations of the Spirit of 
God! How: forcibly he infuſes that religion, which 
is firſt *f pure” in its original, and appears ce peaceable, 
* gentle, and eaſy, to be intreatedꝰ inallits demeanour! 
Prayer when brought intoa habit, whether in company, 
or when alone, is the beſt prefervative againſt injuring 
our fellow- creatures. How can that man immedi- 
ately deſcend to  implacability or injury, who has 
zuſt enjoyed communion with the Spirit of God ? 
The mind of man is an active principle, and it muſt 
be converſant about ſomething or another. If it 
be given to dwell on the defects of our fellow - chriſ- 
tians, defects will eaſily preſent themſelves. It re- 
guires no very great diſcernment, if the mind be ſo 
diſpoſed, to perceive flaws in the characters of even 
mw : 3 the 


tee beſt of men. No man but poſſeſſes his faults. 
We ſhould guard then with the utmoſt attention 
againft evil thoughts of others, if we would not wiſh 
to injure them, or that they ſhould i injure us. Love 
te zbinketh no evil.” On the contrary, it l 
all unkind imaginations' of abſent perſons, and 
chooſes, for its own comfort ſake, to put the moſt 
candid interpretation upon the actions of others, 
ever recollecting that golden pothean, = 00 co- 
t vereth a multitude of faults.” 
I!here are a ſet of malevolent perſons in the nid 
whom the apoſtle ſtyles * buſy-bodies in other 
© men's matters,” like the women deſcribed in his | 
epiſtle to Timothy, who are © tatlers.” Theſe are 
the men, who create infinite and inconceivable miſ- 
chief amongſt friends. They have a thouſand little 
peccadilloes to relate of others. They can ſpy out 
deformities in men's actions, which no kind affec- 
tionate mind would even ſuppoſe exiſting. And, 
as if there were no other means of arriving at ce- 
lebrity, they make themſelves famous by diſſeminat- 
ing ſcandal, and diſſolving the bonds of the cloſeſt 
friendſhip, by inventing a thouſand falſchoods. N 0 
pen can deſeribe the miſchiefs ſuch perſons are ca- 
pable of perpetrating, | Theſe are the . talebearers, 
whom Solomon deſcribes, whoſe © words” are as 
wounds, and go down into the innermoſt parts of 
the belly. Prov. xxvi. 22. He means their tales 
make the deepeſt impreſſions upon, and fink down 
deep into our _ where they lie rankling and 
| man 


5 15 jury. God himſelf hath, immutably commanded, 


— hae — 
of ſociety. They are the perſons who ſow, diſ- 
cord among brethren, and foſter occaſions of in- 


« Thou ſhalt not go up and down as a talebearer 
among thy people, Lev. xix. 16; and bis infi- 
nite wiſdom hath forwarned us that cc where there is 
V no talebearer the ſtrife. cedſeth.” Prov. xxvi. 20. 
To avoid as much as poſſible. the occaſions of do- 


AT cularly careful what. you ſpeak. 
— ag when St. James hath written, that “the 
© tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity ; ſo is the 
* tongue among our members, thatirdefilerh the whole | 
ce body, and ſetteth on fire the courſe of nature, and 
cc it is ſet on fire of hell.” James iii. 6. Never allow 
yourſelf, as many others. do, the liberty of ſpeaking 

evil of any man. It betrays at beſt a poverty of 
ſoul, as if there were no topics to be furniſhed from 
the fair-paths of ſcience, or of erudition, but that you 
muſt betake yourſelf” to the mean expedient of en- 
tertaining others at your neighbour” s expence. 14 is 

polſible indeed that from the pureſt motives a man 
may inquire or give. the character of an abſent 
perſon. If a man be notoriouſly | abandoned, or by- 
pocritically cloſe in deceptive. wickedneſs, it may 
become a duty to fore warn a friend from entering 
into habits of i Intimacy with ſuch a perſon. _ After- 
wards too the friend, whom you would have forewarn- 
5 ed, ey betray your ell intended remarks, which may 


r 


(Can) 


i bring you into tro 
ſpake. But here your own conſcious integrity of 
attempting to reſcue your friend from impropet 

connexions, will bear up your mind againſt every 
evil ſuggeſtion, and fully carry you through” any 


| probable evil conſequences that may reſult to yo - 


from it. However, you cannot be too much on 


your guard when ſpeaking of the abſent.” More 
evil! is committed this way in the world called religious, | 7 
than the moſt luxuriant imagination can conceive, 
When any man has done you an injury take time 


to recollect yourſelf. Give not way to the firſt 
emotions of paſſion. Retire to your cloſet. Fall 


upon your knees. Pray for the perſon injuring 

you. Riſe not till you have ardently beſought the 
Lord to ſoſten your reſentment towards him. T hink 

of the example of Chriſt, who when he was re- 


« viled, reviled not again; when he ſuffered, he 
« threatened. not, but committed himſelf to. him 


that judgeth righteouſly.” 1 Pet. ii. 23. Nay, 


think but of the example of archbiſhop Cranmer, 
of whom. it was ſaid, that if any man wiſhed a fa- 
vour from him, he muſt firſt do the archbiſhop 


ſome ill turn. When God has enabled you tho- 


roughly to ſuppreſs your paſſion, then attempt by 
all candid means to convince your offending brother. 


of the evil that he has done towards you. Let this: 


| be done in a ſcriptural way. Firſt tell your bro- 
ther of the fault between him and you alone. Pro- 


bably you may gain your brother. But, if not, 
1 EK . © _ your 
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place, take ev or aber fers n as it is 

further directed. Perhaps your brother may hear 
them and ſubmit to their judicious inveſtigation. 
But, if this expedient alſo fail, then let it be known 
to ſueh as you ſuppoſe are the real church of Chriſt, 
who are from divine experience competent judges 
of ſuch matters. To theſe perſons it muſt be re- 
ferred as the laſt reſort. And we muſt beg leave to 
obſerve; that no man can ſeriouſly acquit himſelf of 
the: blood of his brother who has not attempted 
each, or all of theſe methods, ad far as it lies in his 
power, to reclaim his offending neighbour, 
To conclude, the man, who habitually lives under 
the guidance of the above ſuggeſted rules, is a bleſſ 
ing to himſelf, his family, his neighbourhood, and 
his country; and we may truly add that were ſuch 
examples more frequent amongſt us, we ſhould ſel- 
dom hear of thoſe laſting and implncable reſent- 
ments, Which too often are found amidſt the follow- 
| ers of Jeſus, to the utter e jt _ 5 85 reli- 
gion and wy. e | 


T o THE pEATH OF THOSE K wi ok 


ue kee that Jeſus died and roo Again, even 0 


them alſo, wwbich ſleep in Feſus, will God bring we 
vim. 1 TH, iv. 14. 


Tu friendihips which men of the world contract 

are at beſt but tranſitory, They ſerve to enkindle 
the affections, but ſeldom improve the heart. They 
are generally commenced for worldly convenience, 
and, when the end is anſwered for which they were 
taken up, if the friend be not forgotten, death ſoon 
arrives, and then, when ſuch perſons meet, they meet, 
alas! in ſhades of unutterable anguiſh and woe! 
This is the portion of thoſe who know not God, 
and who, though civil in their behaviour, and mo- 
ral in their actions, underſtand not, or diſdainſully 
| deſpiſe, a change of heart, and of nature, Exck, 
xxxvi. 26. | 
The caſe is far otherwiſe with the real tides 


mily connexions and buſineſs place him in ſitua- 
ations where he has duties to perform, that he dare 
not ſhrink from. He feels the inconvenience of 

| —_ friendſhips; but 705 ſeldom has many inti- 

| | 8 macies 


Some intercourſe with the world he muſt have. Fa- 
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8 dad, we mould ä in their life-time i intro- 
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macies of thatsſort 1 there is a contrariety of taſte 
and diſpoſition which preclude them. The world 
diſlike his manners, and he in return favours not 
the maxims it- uſually recommends, Hence the 


{00 world | 1s as dead and crucified to him,” as he can 


be, in inclination, dead to it. Gal. vi. 14. This 


is wiſely intended by the Providence of God. A 


pious man would not wiſh to have 7 much affection 
for thoſe who are to die everlaſtingly. His feel- 


' ings would be too much hurt, far he traces circum» 
ſtances to their remoteſt conſequences. 


IF he chriſtian then, even in this world, i is the hap- 
pieſt r man, His chief delights are with the © excel- 
« lent of the earth.” Palm xvi. 3. It is true he 
knows that they, like Jacob, Gen. xlvii. 29, muſt 
die: but he has a well- grounded - expectation of 
meeting them hereafter. And yet—as grace never 
obliterates, | but rather rectifies, the affections, when 


Bs death 0 occurs to any of his friends, the pious chriſ. 
titan would wiſh to be fully armed, with every reaſon- 


able and ſcriptural argument, to meet manfully the 


7 awful event. To receive the ſtroke with. ſtoical 2 


apathy and cold indifference may ſuit the reveries = 


of fanciful philoſophy, but accords not with the ge- 


nuine dictates of chriſtianity. Nothing leſs than 42 


| hope, founded Won evidences. of grace, 2 151 


12316. 


5 his deceaſed Fenda are - foe. OY 


To aſcertain the ſafe eſtate 40 our fiends, who. are . 


duce | 


duce converſations which relate to the things of an 
inviſible world. At ſuch familiar moments we may 
eaſily perceive, if we are pious ourſclyes, whether 
our friends know the things that belong to their 


everlaſting peace. Moſt perſons have to regret, 
_ after the deceaſe of thoſe they love, that their time 
was frequently ſpent with them upon trivial and 
ſublunary ſubjects; pleaſing they may have heen, 
but they did not ſufficiently tend to the © uſe of edi- 
« fying. How painful the after-thought, that at 
ſuch and ſuch times, when we had the faireſt oppor- 
tunities, we neglected them, and did not attemꝑt to 


da our friends all the good we had in our power. No 


one but a parent, for inſtance, can conceive the heart- 
rending feelings a father , or a mother experiences 
when t their child lies dead and proſtrate before them, 
F they have any real or even ſuppoſed negle& to 
lay to their own charge. Alas! alas! exclaims 
ſuch a perſon, what would I not no give to recall 
thoſe precious moments which are paſt, that I might 
inſtruct my child in the firſt and moſt invaluable 
elements of chriſtianity ? ? In like mournful ſtrains 
does a huſband: ora wife mourn over their deceaſed 
partners, if they can charge: themſelyes with any.neg- 
.Je& towards them. If ever therefore we would 
with. to avoid ſuch conflicts of mind, let us not ſpend 
our moments with qur friends, when W i 
merely ſellſb endearments. 
Suppoſing then that we baye a good hope that 


1 gur fend are really pious, when their death ap- 


4 | 1 _ | proaches, 


« 116 7 
proaches, wo todd 00 
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moment ſhouid be our chief reſource ;| but it will 
greatly allay our keen ſenſations too, if we endes · 
vour to realize the preſence of the bleſſed angels, 
who are then approaching to bear off the ſoul of 
pur departing friend, Let at ſuch a moment our 
thoughts follow them into the bliſkful preſence of 
their reconciled God, Let us behold them by faith 


| preſented by the bleſſed Jeſus, © without ſpot, or 


, wrinkle, or any fuch thing,“ before the throne 
# with exceeding joy.“ By no means indulge at 

\ ſuch a ſeaſon frequent and melancholy yiſits to the 

pallid corpſe, | This cannot profit the dead, but it 

- "may injure you. It is not one perſon in ten thou» 
fand who can ſteadily look at a dead body, and take 
"PP! the words of our poet, | 


% Ah lovely appearance of death, 

„No ſight on the earth is ſo fair, 

1 Not all the gay pageants that breath, 
Can yith this aynd body compare. . 


If ye dwell too much on our own loſs, we four 
the right God had to remove from us a loan he 
"fo long had lent us. Rather how good ſhould we 
. conſider our heavenly Father, who an a perſon 

ſo many years to render us comfortable and happy. 
Their good qualities ſhould carefully be recollected 9 

ſor imitation; nay, probably even their bad tem- 
"of 60g habits may en be brought to re- 


membrance, 


( en by 
 imnottibrice; not indeed to 
turn, but that we may be thankful our beloved 
friends are now far remoyed from thoſe tempeſtuous 


gratify any cenſorious 


ſcenes, which ſometimes aſſailed their generous ſouls, 
and which in ſpite of all their efforts frequently maſ- 
tered their ſtrongeſt reſolutions, and laid them prof- 
trate at the foot of our deteſted foe, In that place 
| where now they reſt, © God wipes away all tears 
« from their eyes; and there no more death, neither 
« ſorrow, nor crying, can enter, neither is there any 
« more pain, for the former things are paſſed 
4 away,” Rev, xxi. 4. 

Some perſons, after the death of their pious friends, 


ſeem anxiouſly ſolicitous to recollect thoſe peculiat _ 


ſeaſons of endearment which may have paſſed be 
tween them, For this purpoſe they retire, and, in- 
ſtead of meditating upon the ſupreme felicity of the 
deceaſed, they recall to their mind every minute 


and intereſting occurrence that aroſe whilſt their 


friends lived in ſuch and ſuch habits of intimacy with 
them, What is this but feeding melancholy, and 
laying probably a foundation for a train of nervous 
affections, which they may never be able to throw 

off as long as they continue in this world ? Do we 

not know that ſeveral very ſerious characters, emi- 
nent in every reſpect for the diſplay of the moſt lu- 
minous graces of the Spirit, date their loſs both of the 
ſtrength of their bodies, and the fortitude of their 
minds, from the deceaſe of ſome godly child, parent, 
1 viſe, or friend? How dangerous then, 
except 


oy i; a "3 
except we paſſe great natural and FE ns pavers 
ol mind, firengahened by the gnergetical aids of the 
e. pirit, 40. be continually reſorting to pictures 
and pther. recollections of the dead? Such modes 
A proceeding intimate not the moſt reſigged ſtate 
of mind. They ſeem much to reflect upqn Gad; 
and, though the ſurvivor does not mean fo, yet, in 
truth, they. indicate a poſitive diſſatisfaction with 
55 AZ a of the deceaſed perſon; ſor could we, 
ars, comfortable. ourſelyes, We WpId 
The back our, golarives- from, inconceivable heights 
of glory and bliſs, merely to gratify our ſelfiſh in- 
_ Clinations, Ceaſe then, ye ſons and daughters of 
_ affiiftion, unneceſſarily to grieve for the dead. God 
means that you ſhovld, and allows.you..to feel, but 
not to deſpair. There are yet comforts. in reſerve 
bor you, God is an inęnhauſtible ſource. of ſatiſ- 
faction and bliſs. He but removes a ſtream, that 
vou may be taught more elend to acer of the 
Dountain. 
They who have been thus berenyel, by the ten- ä 
ger hand of Providence, of their comforts, have 
experienced a warning that many others have not 
been favoured with. Their ſouls muſt be callous 
indeed if they dre not found the better. The vanity 
of created good had been talked of before, by them, 
but now they feel, it. How vain and fantaſtical in 
their zpprehenſions appear all ycuthful antigigatiogs 
of worldly permanent happineſs? Their fond 
deen . are e. er We 
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ed them once more naked of creature comforts. But 5 
for what end? To incite them to work whilſt it 

be called to-day; to cauſe them to make their own 
calling and election ſure ; that thoſe friends, who 
are gone before, may be again enjoyed by them; 
not indeed with ſurrounding ſorrow, fin, and a lia- 
dility to death, but in perfect holineſs and happineſs, | 
and the TOR 1 of their ane Sa- 
viour. 0 


FINIS. 


Sali Deo Gris. 
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